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Julie (A good friend) - by Brenda
I first met Julie nearly five years ago - it was just the 

two of us who answered Kelvin’s plea for help with the 
administration of Minster Matters. 

Julie’s youngest child 
was not a year old and with 
the rest of her family 
needing her attention she 
still managed to do so much 
for the magazine. 

She eventually took over 
the laying out of everything 
ready for publishing, which 
is a mammoth task eleven 
months of the year.

I still wonder at her 
patience and dedication, 
never once have I seen her 
get bad tempered whilst she 

has juggled with Minster Matters along with so many 
other commitments

Julie is a “Special” person and we will all miss her 
cheerful personality and great knowledge of computers.

 We are privileged to have had her on our Team and 
appreciate all she has done, and for her friendship to me 
over the years. 

I can well imagine her on the 20th of each month 
relaxing - switching OFF the computer and just 
“Chilling Out!!”.

You deserve it Julie - thanks for all your hard work 
(Brenda and the Minster Matters Editorial Team)

(Editors note: Some of us haven’t had the time or 
experience with the magazine, as yourself and Brenda, 
so be prepared to answer our calls for help around the 
23rd of the month, every month - never mind what Gavin 
says - we’ll send Eve round to sort him!!)

Happy Christmas
To all our Readers

5 years ago            -                       today     

Julie
Does this sum 

it  all up ?

Minster Cubs celebrate a busy year
At the 1st Minster Cubs’ Annual General Meeting, pack leader 

Alison Grech outlined the events held during an action-packed 
first year since the group re-formed in 2005.

A cross country run, swimming gala, summer camp, climbing 
and shooting evenings, ten pin bowling, fire training school at 
Manston, RNLI at Margate and a visit to Chatham dockyard were 
just some of the exciting items listed and a short video presenta-
tion featuring many of these events underlined just how much fun 
the young people have had during the past year. 

In her address, District Commissioner Kath Kirkpatrick 
thanked the group’s leaders for their excellent work and commit-
ment to the cub movement. Eunice Scott-Smith and Karen Why-
brow were both presented with warrants to confirm the completion 
of their first leadership training module. 

The group re-started in October 2005 with 16 boys and is now 
at capacity with a full pack of 24.

Nigel Cross, District Commissioner for Scouts made an appeal 
for leaders to start a much-needed Scout troop in Minster. At 
present, cubs aged 10½ who want to move on to Scouts have to 
travel outside the village to Westgate or Broadstairs. Initially, 2 
leaders and several parent helpers would be needed to start the 
project and Nigel stressed that full support and training would be 
given.

From left 
to right: Eu-
nice (Baloo) 
Alison (Akela) 
and Karen 
(Bagheera) 

If you 
would like to 

be involved or find out more please contact Alison Grech 01843 
823803 or visit the website at www.thanetscouts.org.uk
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be held responsible for the quality of 
goods or services offered. Please mention 
Minster Matters when replying to 
advertisers.
Minster Matters is published eleven 
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Community Warden: 
Steve Taylor  07811 271302
Police Station: (for reporting 
crimes or non urgent informa-
tion to Thanet Police),  231055
PC Kim Burgess: (for reporting 
non-urgent information), 
07980 683956
PC Neil Askew: 07989 992283
Parish Council Office: 
(Open: 9am-12noon),  821339
Salvation Army Hall: 825178
Library: 821442

Doctor’s Surgery: (appointments 
only, 8.00am -10.00 am), 821333
Minster School: 821384
Minster Museum: 822312
Website: 
www.minstermuseum.org.uk
Village Hall: bookings via 
Eric James, 821744
Contact number for hall: 822807
Old Schools: bookings via
Tom Saunders, 822148
Thanet District Council: 
(main switchboard), 577000
Village Website: 

Useful Telephone Numbers and Contacts

You choose the venue, You choose the menu
We do the rest!

Buffets or Sit Down Meals
Weddings, Business Lunches, Barbecues

Private Parties, Annual Dinners
01843 584976

www.colinbrudenellcatering.com

Hair 
by 

Ian Barrie
73 High Street, 

Minster, Ramsgate
01843 821216

Complemen-
tary Therapist

Intuitive Counselling
Readings      Tarot 

Clairvoyance
Reflexology  Healing

Jan Ottaway
M.N.F.S.H., K.H.A., M.I.P.T.I.

Tel 01843 821559

Editorial
Hi and welcome to the December/January edition. Nobody has yet come forward to 

join in the Guerilla gardening, so we may have to go on looking at some untidy bits for a 
while longer. The mystery of the black sacks in Watchester Lane was solved, when it was 
revealed that the Road Sweeper was the culprit, leaving them there for the council van to 
pick them up and move them to the skip. I hope that we have now arranged to have them 
collected on a more regular basis. As we run into the Christmas period please don’t forget 
your elderly neighbours who may not be celebrating with family or friends. Give them a 
knock to ensure they are ok, I am sure they would appreciate it. Also don’t forget your 
pets, at this time of year so many get neglected or abandoned, don’t let it be yours ! 
Wildlife too would appreciate a little something, seed, nuts, water, just a bit to help see 
them through the winter, don’t lock yourselves in, turn up the heat and forget the outside 
world, please do your bit to help, however little that may be. The Editorial Team get a well 
earned rest, for a month now, as there isn’t another magazine until February, but please 
don’t forget us, we need your support to keep the content enjoyable and readable. See you 
all in 2007

It is expected the Wheelie Bins will be introduced for ‘Alternate Week’ collections from 
w/c 15th January. Watch the village website for updates.  Way and Wayborough will be joining the 

‘Wheelie’ revolution but will not be included in Green Waste collections. 

Green Recycling Collections Paper/Card

Please Note: Late payment could mean 
your advertisement being omitted 

from the next edition

Andy, Julia, Steve, Paul and 
Malcolm would like to wish all 

of their customers

A.J.Cliffe & Sons 
(Butchers) Ltd

Canterbury House, 
Monkton Road, Minster

Tel: 01843 821288

A Very Merry Christmas
and A Happy New Year
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COMPANY
• UPVC Windows, Doors  
          & Conservatories
• Supply only or Fitted
• Sealed units replaced
• Repairs to existing                
          double glazing
• Also Fascia, Soffits &  
           Cladding

Give Dave a call on
01843 821103

Mobile 07979 525257

LOCAL AREA ONLY

Domestic Cleaning     Interior Painting

Mature, experienced and reliable 
help is on your doorstep

No obligation,  free estimates.
No job too small, just give us a call 

and we’ll be there

MINSTER MAIDS  -  Here to Help! Tel: 822843
Pet and Domiciliary Service
Going Away? At work all day?

Going into hospital?
DAILY VISITS

PADS offers a trustworthy and se-
cure service for the care of your 

home and pets when you are absent
 Fully Insured

References on request
Please call 01843 825293

Minster 2006 Fireworks Display By Angela Bentley
On November 3rd Minster School  PFA hosted 

their second ever Firework Spectacular.
Luckily the weather was kinder to them this year 

and everything went according to plan on the night.
Thanks to everyone who braved the cold and left 

their cosy homes for the evening,  helped this fast 
becoming annual event be a total success.

The PFA would like to thank A.J.Cliffe & Son 
Butchers for supplying the burgers, the queue for 
burgers went on long after the last firework was lit! 
And also to Bentleys Construction for supplying the 
lighting and safety fencing plus their help on the night 
as Fire Wardens.

The actual display went off with a bang! And lasted well over 15 minutes 
entertaining young and old alike.  All proceeds from this event will go towards 
a new house for the school swimming pool.  So thanks to the wonderful 
community spirit of Minster, this goal doesn’t seem that far out of the School’s 
reach.  (Photograph provided by Simon Pickering which completely outshines 
my poor attempts at capturing the moment! Ed.)

Bob Coles, Vicar
December is one of those months that quite literally brings the village 

community together – the Christmas lights, the Shopping evening and the Lych 
Gate Carol service being three particular focuses for this.  I do hope that you 
will enjoy all the light that this season brings into the dark evenings of Decem-
ber!

Could I please draw your attention to two events, based around the parish 
church, which give us the opportunity to come together and help others?  The 
first is the ‘Toy Service’ on 3rd December with the donated toys being 
distributed to children who might otherwise not have any (details of suitable 
gifts are given on page 26), and the second is the Civic Carol Service at the 
Lych Gate 7.30pm on 12th December, when there will be a collection for the 
Air Ambulance.  The Civic Carol Service is a very special occasion on the 
Minster calendar.  Do come and join us if you possibly can.

Christmas is filled with wonder, but what could be more wonderful than 
the news at its core – that God in Jesus Christ became a man – one of us – 
“Emmanuel”, God is with us!  May this Christmas be a time of special blessing 
for you all, as we celebrate the birth of our Saviour!

“And his name shall be called Immanuel, which means ‘God is with 
us’.” (Matthew 1.23)   

Open Wed - Sat (inc)
from 7pm

Book Now for
Christmas

Parties
Dave Is Back

A very special welcome to
old and new customers alike

DEES
BISTRO
77, High Street, 

Minster, Ramsgate
01843 823091
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NORTHROP
DECORATING 

SERVICES
All Interior and 
Exterior Work

Tiling, General Home Maintenance
Garden Features

Local and Experienced
Contact Paul or Tracey

01843 823646

MINSTER RESIDENTS
Introducing your local 

CORGI registered plumbing 
and heating engineer

CPS Plumbing 
& Heating
01843 589076

14, Cottington Road, 
Cliffsend

• Boilers & Gas Appliances
• Annual Servicing & 
     Repairs
• Central Heating Design & 

Installation
• Complete Bathroom       

Design & Installation
• All work Guaranteed
• Fully Insured &       Quali-

fied
• Corgi Reg. No 203531

R.J.BROADLEY
TREE SURGERY

NCA & NPTC

All aspects of tree 
surgery

Reductions - Felling
Pruning - Hedge Cutting - Planting
Site Clearance - Woodchips & Logs 

£5 million Insurance

01843 825190 / 0780 127 3138
Free Quotations

BRILLS DIY
16-18, The Square, Birchington

01843 
845133

Est.
1965

Timber * Electricals * Plumbing
Building Materials * Household Goods * Glass 

* Garden Furniture * Local Delivery

SWITCH ON FOR CHRISTMAS
Outdoor Moving Reindeers from only                   £44.99
Buck Reindeer, Talks, Dances and Sings              £199.99
88cm Outdoor Shooting Star                                £19.99
120 Bulb Twinkling Net Lights                             £12.99
80 Outdoor Lanterns                                           £19.99
1.5m Outdoor Sleigh and 2 Reindeers                    £39.99
Fibre Optic Trees        from                                 £14.99
Christmas Express Train with Real Smoke                £9.99

CHRISTMAS TOOL PROMOTION
Combination Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm  £22.99
Ryobi 18 volt Combination Drill Set                      £69.99
18 piece Flat and Auger Drill Set                          £14.99
25 piece Socket Set 3/8 Drive Metric & AF            £18.99
46cm/18” Deluxe Aluminium Tool Box                  £14.99
24 hour Timers (Triple pack)                                 £7.99

Ryobi 18 volt One Plus System Now In Stock
One Battery fits up to 20 different machines

SAVE MONEY SHOPPING AT BRILLS

Apologies from the Editors
1/ The Editors would like to make a double apology to both 

Muriel Arnett and the WI. Firstly for not including their October 
article, and secondly for the poor layout of the one in the November 
issue. In our defence we would like to point out that the October 
article didn’t come to our attention until after we went to print (it 
somehow failed to reach our pickup box in time, although Muriel 
had definitely left it for us), and the November problem happened 
because we inadvertently used ‘carriage returns’ at the end of each 
line in the text box, which resulted in the poor layout. 

2/ We would also like to take this opportunity to apologise to 
Janet Walmsley for failing to include the Mothers Union 
information last month, but again this didn’t come to our attention 

until after we went to print.
3/ The last and final apology is with regards to the 

Harvest Festival article printed last month.  It was stated 
that the ceremony took place at ‘St Mildred’s Church’.  It 
was in fact ‘St Mary’s’ and for this we apologise.

We promise to try to get things right this month, but 
please remember we are all unpaid volunteers and we do 
have other commitments apart from MM.

A Walnut-Shell Pincushion
Have you ever tried making a 

little pincushion out of a walnut shell?  
Take a nice large half of a shell, and 
fill it as full as possible with bran or 
sawdust.  Then cut out a little piece 
of velvet to fit over the top.  Press it 
down carefully all round, inside the 
edge of the shell, with a pointed rounded tool, but first dip 
the point in gum so that it will fasten the velvet to the edge 
of the shell.  Next cut two short pieces of narrow ribbon, 
and tuck the ends down on either side of the shell, and 
fasten them in place in the same manner.  Then tie the 
ends of the ribbons in a smart little bow.  These pincushions 
make very acceptable presents for friends. 
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W.S. COLE & SON
of Monkton

FUNERAL SERVICE
Est. 1893

Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funerals

Home visits for arrangements
01843 821253

A RARE FIND
 Model Kit & Toy Specialists

Wishes to purchase any plastic model kits, 
Toy soldiers, vintage Action Man, toys and 

games of any description and books 
on these subjects. 

Distance no object. Cash Purchases,
Collections bought or single items. 

Personal courteous service.
138 Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent. CT12 4JQ

Tel (01843) 821071  Mobile: 07818 000751 
Email: ahk61@clara.co.uk

P. HUMES
General Builder

All types of work undertaken
Free estimates

Carpentry, Brickwork,
Plastering, Tiling & Block Paving

Bathrooms Fitted
Maintenance work

Tel: 01843 822990
Mob: 07715 234185

ALLWEATHER
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Various safe methods of cleaning – water based
or completely dry to suit your requirements.

Locally based and fully insured.
Call to arrange for your FREE quotation

with no hidden extras.

Tel: 01843 844542    Mob: 07962 108276

Member 1846

N.P. ELECTRICALS
BS7671 QUALIFIED

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Part ‘P’ Registered Electrical installer

All electrical work undertaken from a 
replacement socket to a  full house rewire
Inspection and  testing service available.

Free Quotations, Competitive Prices.
Quality workmanship guaranteed

Tel: Nic Morling 01843 825094

The opening concert of the 2007 season is a feast of choral music which 
offers some of the most stunning compositions of many famous composers.  
The concert will take place at Canterbury Cathedral on Saturday 20th January 
7.30.

Two works by Vaughan Williams will be included Fantasia on a Theme 
by Thomas Tallis, a great masterpiece, and his Fantasia on a Christmas 
Carol.  Early in his career Vaughan Williams travelled the English 
countryside collecting traditional folk songs and carols.  He gathered many 
of the carols into his Fantasia which was composed in 1912 - the audience 
will be transported back to the villages of Victorian England.

Francis Poulenc was born in 1899 and died in 1963 and like many 
composers of his generation was influenced by both world wars.  He wrote 
his Gloria which summarized all Poulenc had experienced and become.  
Like all great religious music Gloria delves far beneath the details of its 
text and the music it inspires will make one respect the power of faith that 
Poulenc, and so many others before him held, which created such 
magnificently heartfelt expressions of human feeling.

Other works to be included will be Fauré Cantique de Jean Racine, a 
work for mixed chorus and organ written in 1985 and Elgar The Snow for 
female chorus.  The words are from a poem written by Elgar’s wife.  
Debussy’s Prelude a l’après-midi d’un Faune, a beautiful example of music 
portraying colour and mood.

Tickets for this concert can be purchased from the 
Canterbury Bookings on 01227 378188 or by email on 
boxoffice@canterbury.gov.uk Full information about the 
Society including ways to join can be found on their website 
www.canterburychoral.co.uk. 

CANTERBURY CHORAL SOCIETY
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS, POULENC, FAURE, DEBUSSY AND ELGAR

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL
7.30 pm SATURDAY 20TH JANUARY 2007

Rubbish
I was going to offer a big thank you to the residents of the row of cottages 

at the bottom of Station Road for clearing the eyesore of rubbish, dumped 
items and overgrowth in their rear access alleyway, but I have since discovered 
it was actually a resident of Watchester Lane who called out the TDC action 
team and got it sorted. Well done to that person, and I hope the residents 
whose properties it affected have duly made their thanks known to you. I don’t 
live in Station Road or Watchester Lane but this is a special thanks from me 
to the person responsible for having got it cleared, lets just hope the residents 
can now keep it that way. (Name and Address withheld)
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The
New 
Inn

Looking for an Oversees Property
as an investment, retirement

or holiday home ?
SPAIN - MALLORCA - CYPRUS

PORTUGAL - TURKEY
For an informal chat call Jeremy on

07966 084003
And make “Your Dreams” a reality

December 2006/ January 2007

M.G.GOOD
ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
7b High Street, Minster

Contact Mick on:
01843 823641 or

07761 109171

ATTWELLS NEWSAGENTS
Phone 821363

A Very Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year 
to all our customers
Don’t lose your right to choose 
If you are housebound 
but would like to 
choose your own Xmas Cards
We will send you a selection if you 
ask a relative, friend or homehelp 
to come to the shop to collect them

Flowers for all Occasions

Rosemary Platt
70, High Street, Minster, 

Ramsgate, Kent
01843 822244

Touch of Perfection
Florist & Gift Shop

Christmas Flowers
Decorations, Balloons
And Many  More 
For Those

Special
Occasions

The Rotary Club donates generously to Minster School
The Rotary Club of Ramsgate have kindly donated £870 to Minster School 

which, along with a little extra funding from the school, has enabled 3x 
outdoor games tables and 2x wall charts to be purchased.  

As displayed by Year 
4 pupils of Minster 
School (pictured right) 
the tables will play a vital 
part in their school 
progress.  These new ad-
ditions to the playground 
will not just provide fun 
at break-times  but also 
benefit those pupils at the 
school with special educational needs.  They will help to enhance the child-
rens’ development by giving them the opportunity to play, learn, to take turns 
and share.  They will also improve valuable skills such as social, numerical, 
maths, geography, eye/hand co-ordination, road safety and role-play.

Favourite board games such as snakes & ladders, draughts/chess, shove a 
penny and tiddlywinks have been fitted to the tables with connect 4 and 
noughts and crosses displayed on the wall charts.  All are easy to clean, all 
weather and extremely durable.  

They have been such a hit with the children that Minster School would like 
to purchase more to enable more groups of children to join in on the games.

Mrs Wendy Stone, Head Teacher of Minster CEP School, (pictured left 
along with Brian Whitehead and George Reiser, President of Rotary Club of 
Ramsgate) wanted to convey “A big thank you to the Rotary Club for their 
generous donation.  Without the support from groups like the Rotary Club and 
the school’s PFA, we would not be able to provide these fun activities that help 

children to enjoy and achieve”
The Rotary Club are a fund-raising Interna-

tional Organisation which has been active since 
1921.  All members work extremely hard to 
raise money not only for local causes but also 
for well-known charities such as Breast Cancer, 
Leukaemia Research and to provide aid for 
disaster areas.

So please support their next event when 
they will be visiting Minster with Father Christmas and his sleigh between 
3.00pm and 6.00p.m. on Sunday 17th December.  This event gives great 
pleasure to children and adults alike and all the money raised goes to 
charities and local good causes.  So look out for them and please give 
generously. 
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CURTAIN 
MAKING 
SERVICE

Blinds
Swags and Tails

Call Marion on 
821415
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Tuesdays
7:00 – 8:00pm

The Old School Hall
Minster

Fitness & Fun for ALL Abilities
Only £3.50 

COMING SOON 
FAMILY FIT, FIT KIDZ & 

ACTIVE 4 LIFE
Call Kelly for more details

07877 - 739677

MINSTER DAY CARE NURSERY
AND OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB

Molineux Road, Minster Tel: 01843 821482
Ofsted and KCC Registered

Care and education in a happy, friendly 
environment, from 1 year to 11 years old

Sessional or full-day care available
 - 51 weeks a year

Registered Charity No. 1110919

LIL & ESTHER
When the coffee cups were finally put away and the doors closed on the 

annual coffee mornings Lil and Esther counted their takings and found they 
had collected £1,545.85, and in between their selling skills even had time to 
pose for a photograph, for the Thanet Extra, who had followed our article in 
the October issue with interest.

Lil and Esther would like to thank all their helpers over the past ten years, 
also all the people who gave them donations. 

The atmosphere at the last coffee morning was lovely ,explained Lil, there 
was much laughter and banter amongst us, with thanks to Brenda, for selling 
that lamp after her determined efforts, much to the relief of the others who 
had to listen to her sales pitch.

Special thanks go to Bob Grove of the Attic who, when approached by 
Lil & Esther would clean up watches and clocks donated to them, as well as 
replacing batteries all without any charge. 

As I sat listening to Lil’s  reminiscence over the past ten years of coffee 
mornings these ladies have championed, I was amazed at their energy and 
passion, like the time, when, whilst sitting in a waiting room at Canterbury 
hospital Lil and Esther were busily chatting and knitting at the same time, a 
Man also waiting for a relative sat watching with interest as neither lady 
glanced once at their hands  but deftly worked those needles, so striking up a 
conversation he soon learnt that they knit constantly to raise funds for the 
Hospice, he promptly produced £5 from his wallet and handed to them for 
their funds.

Lil and Esther  cannot put an exact figure on their fundraising profit as 
they never really counted thefirst few  but we worked out the coffee mornings 
alone have raised approximately £7,000. Lil and Esther (pictured) would like 
to wish everyone a Happy Christmas.

JOHN POULTNEY
Passed away suddenly but peacefully on November 

    15th. We feel sure he will be sadly missed by both his wife 
Susan, and also his many elderly customers for whom nothing 

was too much trouble.
Minster Matters says, God Bless you John. 
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Home need 
a Cleaner?
Not enough 

Time?

Your Problem Solved
Contact Margaret

01843 582049

C.G. Waters
45, Station Road, Birch-

ington
Tel: 01843 845085

7, Market Street, 
Sandwich

Tel: 01304 613010
No obligation home visit

Telephone with your requirements

NICF

Carpet
Specialists

Carpets

Vinyl's

Rugs

Laminate
Floors

Munro Garden Maintenance
Lawns to Landscapes

MGM

Fencing, Patios,
Trees, Hedges 
pruned or re-

moved
Site clearance and Preparation

WE ALSO OFFER A 
‘MAN AND VAN’ 

SERVICE : FREE QUOTATION
PHONE RAY ON 

01843 821942 or 07837 797036

Guest Rooms 
from £56 per room per night

Self Catering from
£180 per week

Durlock, Minster in Thanet,
Kent CT12 4HD

Tel: 01843 821219
www.durlocklodge.co.uk

PANTO MANIA HITS MINSTER
The wicked Dracula wants a new bride and enlists the help of two grave 

robbers and a werewolf to carry out his terrible task. 
Can Dame Rose Glow, protect her daughter? Who is the stranger who hasn’t 

got a cat? Will Jack stop being stupid and lazy?
This Minster Playhouse production has everything a panto should have.  Fun, 

laughter and audience participation. 
Adults and children will enjoy every moment. 

So if you are willing to face the evil Dracula, come along to Minster Village 
Hall 6th to 9th December at 7.30pm (Saturday matinee at 2.30pm) for a 
wicked time.  Tickets are from £5.00  Please phone Janette or Scott on 

822458 to reserve your seat.
These tickets are selling fast so don’t delay, book today. 

The wearing of garlic necklaces is recommended and of course, fancy dress 
is optional.  

MINSTER MUSEUM
Congratulations to all of our Supporters. We have had a really great season and 
couldn’t have done it without you. We are now  ‘locked up’ for the winter, but 

we look forward to greeting you all again in 2007.
A Very Happy Christmas from All at The Museum

From All At Cliffes the Butchers
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has played our 
Bonus Ball in the shop.  We are pleased to tell you we have now passed the 

£1000 mark for charity donations. Well done to all of our winners and the very 
best of luck to everyone who has yet to win !

HELP HOUSING 21 TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Cleaner/Domestic Support Worker
Rivers Court, Durlock, Minster
Excellent rates of pay + contributory pension scheme + other benefits.
12 hours available

Would you like to be part of a team working in a sheltered housing scheme 
helping older people to live independently? Can you help improve their quality 
of life by providing support services of the highest standard?

To find out more, please call: Liz, 01843 821 853.
Housing 21 is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from 
all sections of the community

APPRECIATE ROUTINE
Any task you can do on re-
mote control has potential 
as a way of helping you to 
feel good.  Treat it as a 
meditation, concentrating  

wholly on the moment, and 
you will be fulfilled. 

Amber’s A
dvice
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  Electrical Engineers
* Rewires * Extensions * Alterations

* Testing and Inspection
* 16th Edition I.E.E. Regs bs7671

* Free Estimates

David Munday
01843 825732

Mobile: 07870 755084

Christmas Carols around the tree
On Christmas Eve

New Years Eve Fancy Dress Party
(Comedy theme)

We wish all of our Customers
A Very Happy Xmas and a Great New Year

Now taking bookings for
Christmas Day Lunch
&  Christmas Parties    

Probably the best Carvery in Thanet
Sunday Lunch Carvery     

£11.95 for 2 Courses  £6.00 for under 11’s

The White Stag
Monkton 01843 82376001843 823760

Grounds available for Marquee functions
Function Room available

The Garden

This world is just one great big garden,
The people who live there are seeds,

There are some who are good, some who are bad,
Like a garden has plants and has weeds.

Like the seeds when they are planted and nurtured,
And tended with kind loving care,

Children grow into kind loving people,
And their joy with all others they share.

But if they are left and not cared for,
If no kindness or love has been shown,

Their lives will be hollow and worthless,
And one more weed will have grown.

So tend your garden with love and affection,
Make this world a far better place,

There is hope for all if we work hard,
And grow love for the whole human race.

The joy will be seeing Gods garden,
After the sunshine and showers,

The blooms will be good and the fruit will abound,
Always, and not just for hours.

The return on the labour is massive,
If the weeds in this world we could cure,

All living together with joy and with love,
In a world which is peaceful and pure.

By a Gardener
(discovered in the back of an old family bible,

 author unknown)
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Undertaken and carried out to BS. 7671 regula-
tions

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Call for a free estimate
01843 843197 or 0798 6007202

LK - ELECTRICS
All types of electrical work

Including extra telephone sockets

Only 15 minutes to Disneyland
Close to all major attractions, 

shopping, golf & restaurants
Prices from £425 per week, not per person

Visit our website: www.cnfloridahome.com
For more information & a colour brochure 

contact Nicola on 821238

Exceptional
Luxurious
Florida Villa

To let
Sleeps 8

Private pool

Minster Post Office 821291
Christmas is coming
and so is our stock
Call in to see our 
great value cards and 
gift ideas - new stock 
arriving daily - well
perhaps not daily but 
you get the idea !!

Winter Opening Hours
Mon to Sat: 9am - 3pm
Wed only: 9am - 2pm

Sunday: Closed

Gloria 
& 

Teresa
79 High Street

Minster
Thanet

Gloria and Teresa
would like to wish all

customers, old and new,
A Very Merry 
Christmas and 

A Happy New Year

Computer Corner
Windows 98 seems to be coming to the end of its life, according to many 

software suppliers at least !! Zonelabs have just announced they will no longer 
be supporting Win98 with their free Zonealarm firewall software, so if you still 
run Win98 and are looking for another free firewall to take its place you could 
try either of the following that do still support it:

http://www.avast.com/eng/download-avast-home.html 
or http://www.jetico.com/index.htm#/jpfirewall.htm 

AVG Antivirus has now updated to version 7.5 and they say they will no 
longer be supporting version 7.1 after January. I have had many enquiries as to 
whether or not there is another free antivirus program available to take its place, 
as misguidedly people believe that from January onwards they will be expected 
to pay. This isn’t the case, you will still be able to use 7.5 free of charge provided 
you download the correct file from their website. If you have received their popup 
reference the change, when it next appears “read the small print” right at the 
bottom and you will find a small clickable text link to the free edition, or if you 
prefer then type this link into your browser which takes you directly to the correct 
page for the file  

http://free.grisoft.com/doc/5390/lng/us/tpl/v5

 If you get a new PC for Christmas and don’t know what to do with the old 
one, please don’t “skip” it, I am willing to recycle it for you (It will be 
securely wiped of all data, that I promise), there are a lot of people worse 
off than yourselves who would jump at the chance to have a second hand 
machine, just drop a note into the library with your details or email me 
at the Minster Matters address on page 2 of this magazine. All donated 
PC’s that I refurbish are given away FOC, usually via the Thanet Freecycle 
website, I promise I don’t make a single penny from them. I put one on 
Freecycle in mid November and within an hour I had 14 people email 
asking for it.

Need help at Christmas setting up a new system ? Email me and I’ll 
see what I can do to help you, as I know there’s nothing worse than a 
present you can’t play with.

That’s it for now folks. I hope you have a very Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year.
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THE SMART WAY TO BOOK 
YOUR HOLIDAY

Susan Osborne
Personal Travel Counsellor

Tel: 01843 834481 Mobile: 07940 714683
Email: susan.osborne@travelcounsellors.com
Web site: www.travelcounsellors.com/susan.osborne
Travel Counsellors Trust Guarantees 
Financial Protection on Every Booking

General House & Garden 
Clearance & Maintenance

Interior & Exterior Decorating
Kitchens & Bathrooms

* Gardens * Fencing * Lawns
Patios * Hedges
Free Estimates

No Job too Small
Local, Reliable, & Friendly

Fully Insured

01843 822541
07765 907480

Email: TGFMaintenance@aol.com

Maloys Mower Maintenance
The professional service for your garden machinery

SALES - SERVICING
SPARE PARTS - REPAIRS

 We are warranty agents for most major brands of garden 
machinery.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
& COLLECTION in MINSTER

 6 Grotto Hill, Margate, Kent CT9 2BU 
Tel/Fax 01843 293342

e-mail: maloys.mowers@tesco.net

THE ATTIC
TIME RESTORED 

4, Monkton Road, 
Tel: 821195WIDE RANGE OF

PET SUPPLIES
Lawnmowers 

Serviced

(Petrol and electric) 

 Shears Sharpened

New Seasons Seeds
Compost, Bark
Garden Tools

Christmas Toys 
In Stock !!

WHEELIE BIN UPDATE
The latest information from TDC is that the wheelie bins will be delivered in 

late November, and mindful of the disruption that changes may cause during the 
Christmas period, the alternate week collections from wheelie bins will not com-
mence until week beginning 15 January 2007.

Unfortunately TDC were too late to cancel the ad on the radio that told of a 
20th November start.
Fortnightly green waste collection will continue as normal, for those who receive 
the service now.

TDC have, at present, Minster on a Tuesday collection for wheelie bins, and 
they don't anticipate it changing, but they would rather you did not have this day 
set in stone in case they come across any unforeseen problems.

Way Hill, Wayborough Hill and Laundry Road are now included in the 
wheelie bin scheme, leaflets have been delivered to the properties concerned, 
and their collection day will then become the same as the rest of the village, 
however the Green waste recycling will not as yet extend to these areas.

At the time of going to print TDC Waste and Recycling Christmas period 
collection dates were still undecided, so watch the village website for an update 
on these as soon as we get them. 

The website also carries wheelie bin info as to what you can or can’t put in 
them, and will also have any further updates that may be forthcoming from TDC 
with reference to the start of the scheme. 

Visit: www.minster-in-thanet.org.uk to keep abreast of the situation.

Solution to November’s Crossword
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Monkton
Mother and Toddler 

Group
Wednesday Mornings

9.30am - 11.30am
Monkton Recreation 

Ground
£1.50 per Family

for further details 
ring

Sarah 07855027198
or

Dolly 07836244705

QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH 
PROFFESSIONAL

David Oakley MCFHP, MAFHP

All forms of Services and Treatments
available for Foot and Nail care

Corns, Calluses, Bunions, Hammer-toe,
Ingrown nails, Nail deformities,

Infection control for Athletes foot and Fun-
gal Nail infections, Verruca’s, 

Hard skin removal and Diabetic footcare

We provide personal and reliable treatment 
in the comfort of your own home, nursing 

or residential care home or hospital

Day, evening, weekend appointments avail-
able by arrangement
Tel: 01843 866601

Mob: 07749 999584

Pamper your Pooch
For Christmas
Gemma & Sandie

Wish all their customers 
and pets 

A Very Merry Christmas
and 

A Happy New Year
69 High St, Minster

01843 825841

Pawfection

MINSTER -IN -THANET W.I. REPORT
Minster W.I. Held it’s Annual meeting on November 14th. Marion Rose  was 

re-elected President with Ann Wilks and Dorothy Butterworth as Vice Presidents. 
Eight other committee members were elected en bloc.  A new rule was passed that 
the charge to visitors be increased to £2.

Our W.I. Advisor, Janet Bradley, congratulated Minster W.I. On a 14 %  
increase in membership.

It was mentioned that the East Kent Federation needs more support from 
members for their organised events.  Our Christmas Party will be on December 
12th.

 16 members of the Albion Townswomen's Guild are invited and entertainment 
will be by the Harmony Singers.

Members were asked to help fight the problem of declining Dairy Farms and 
the threat to door-step deliveries.

Next years annual council meeting is on March 28th at the Winter Gardens, 
Margate. The speaker will be Clarissa Dickinson-Wright and booking is essential. 
The closing date is at the end of January.

The Resolutions meeting is on January 8th at the Thanington Community Centre. 
Members are urged to attend this as next year’s resolutions are chosen for the Annual 
General Meeting on 6th June at the Albert Hall.

At the end of the business part of the meeting, Lorna Garnham gave a sincere 
vote of thanks to the President, officers and committee for all their hard work in 
the past year. 

A Rose bush was presented to Dorothy Butterworth and her Husband with 
congratulations on their recent Golden Wedding Anniversary. The meeting ended 
with a quiz and cheese & wine.

The next meeting will be on December 12th at 7.30pm in Minster village 
hall.
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BIRCH LANDSCAPES
A Complete Garden

Service

Design & Construction

Patios         Turfing
Decking    Clearance

Block Paving
Garden Lighting

Pond & Water Features

Call Chris on
07883065740

For a Free 
No-obligation quote

At County Financial Services we provide a service to both 
individual and corporate clients on all aspects of invest-

ment and financial planning. The service is impartial, and it 
offers our clients a personal, friendly service

Office at: High Street, Minster
(access via Sunrise Estates)

Tel: 01843 825608
email: jdg@countyfinancialservices.co.uk

COUNTY FINANCIAL SERVICES
Independent Financial Services

DigitalMemories Photography…
   …portraits from a personal perspective

Award winning photography by Martin Taylor LSWPP
• Stunning personal portraits – children a specia lity – see our website!
• Timeless  family images
• Incredible wedding  photography

We can photograph you at our studio, in Eythorne , or a rrange a home  visit.
P rices from £35 – includes a hand finished 10x8 Fine Art P rint.  Weekend  and 
even ing availability.

To discuss your photography needs, please telephone M artin on:

    01304 830619
              www.digitalmemories.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY NEWS - If you need to get our Christmas shopping but don’t fancy dragging the children 
around the shops, there’s help at hand. For the first time Minster Salvation Army is running a holiday club for children on 
Saturdays in the run up to Christmas.  Youngsters can join in with the fun at 
the new hall in Tothill Street for a nominal sum and even have their lunch 
there too.  For more information about dates, times and the cost, call Captain 
Fiona Barnett on 822308 or Tilly Alexander on 07933414252.  Also for the 
first time this year the Corps is offering a free Christmas Day lunch for 
anyone who would otherwise be on their own.  Transport to and from the 
Salvation Army hall can be arranged if needed.  If you are interested in 
attending, please call Captain Fiona on 822308. 

Forthcoming diary dates at the hall include: 
*  Christmas Celebration (carol service) - 6pm on Sunday 17th 

December
*  Carols by Candlelight - 5pm on Sunday 24th December. 
*  Family party with games and tea - 7pm on Saturday 3rd February. 

THE FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE have invited 
Father Christmas to make a special early visit to Minster.  
He will be in his grotto at the Bazaar in the Village Hall on 
2nd December from 9am - 2pm.  All children are invited to 
meet him and write their Christmas list in time for Christ-
mas Day. 

Everyone is invited to join us on 21st July 2007 at the 
Flower Show.  The theme for this year is “Wild about  

Animals” and the special photography category is 
“Wild Animals” - visit a zoo, see what is in your 
garden.........Get snapping!

As usual we are open to ideas so please talk to us, espe-
cially if you would like to help out.   We are officially 10 - 
organising a large Village event, with a small band of vol-
unteers!! 

There is such a thing as a free lunch!
Minster Salvation Army is reaching out to any elderly villagers who 

would welcome the offer of a free Christmas lunch. 
For the first time the Corps is opening its doors for lunches on Christ-

mas Day to any local old folk who would not otherwise be catered for. 
If you are in this position and would be interested please contact Cap-

tain Fiona Barnett on 821308.
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Roofing
Over 30 years roofing experience

* New roofs * Roof Repairs *
* Restoration Work *

* Free Estimates*
* All work guaranteed *

Freephone: 0800 7 31 31 52
Mobile: 07957 42 42 47

ESTABLISHED DJ ROXBURGH
(Minster)

For all your brickwork,
extensions & 

patio requirements
Mobile: 07973 850083
Tel/Fax: 01843 825318

Email: djroxburgh@gmail.com

Christmas Angels
These little angels are adorable! 

Either trace the shapes above or make 
your hearts and then cut out the shapes out and 
assemble. You can of course embellish the plain 
shapes in lots of different ways: perhaps with gold 
stars, felt tip pens, sequins etc. Write you own 
special message on the angel, and give it as it is or 
stick to the front of a plain, folded card. Draw on 
your own faces and add "hair" if you wish!

You could also make two angels back to back, 
and stick them together with a loop of cord between 
them to hang your angels up!

(taken from the website
 www.activityvillage.co.uk)

Hands Christmas Wreath
It's another great gift idea or decoration for grandparents, parents and friends.  

Each year you make a new one and see just how big your children have grown.
What You Need: Green card/paper or felt, Pen or pencil to trace hands, Glue, 

Glitter, Sequins, Ribbons, Other decorations for finished project. 
How To Make It:  Trace child's open hand onto paper. (8-10 tracings for a small 

child)  Cut out tracings.  Glue tracings together at wrists with fingers pointed out. Decorate with 
glitter, sequins, ribbons. Write child's name, age, and date made on back.

OR
Hands Christmas Tree
Trace and cut out as above but instead of gluing into the shape of a wreath, try the following:-  

curl the fingers of the cutouts and layered them starting with about 4-6 of them at the base of the 
tree. Overlap the layers and work upwards until there is a single hand cutout at the top with the 
wrists pointing upward.  Glue a star to the top.

Peppermint Creams
They are easy, quick, delicious (if a little sweet for most adults' tastes) and can be cut out into 

all sorts of shapes and sizes.
Ingredients:  White from one large egg or two small eggs, 8 oz icing sugar, Small amount of 

peppermint essence, Food colouring (optional)
Instructions:  Beat the egg white in a bowl with a fork and sieve in 6oz of icing sugar.  Mix 

well with a wooden spoon and then sieve in more icing sugar, a little at a time, until you have made 
a stiff paste. Shake a little icing sugar on the work surface and empty the paste onto this.   Add 3 
- 4 drops of peppermint essence and gently knead until you have a smooth paste. Have a taste of a 
small piece and if the flavour is not strong enough, add a few more drops of peppermint essence.   
Sprinkle icing sugar over a rolling pin to prevent sticking, and roll the paste to a quarter of an inch 
(0.5cm) thick. Cut out individual peppermint creams with a cutter, or, if pressed for time, cut out 
small squares with a knife.

Cover a plate with non-stick parchment or greaseproof paper and place the peppermint creams 
on the paper. Cover with a clean tea towel and leave overnight in a cool place (but not the fridge). 
Store in an airtight tin. 

Minster Matters would like to wish all their readers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Here are some seasonal crafts and quizzes for you to try during the Christmas Break

Down 
1 The Festive ------, Christmas time (6)
2 Served at tea time on Christmas day, covered with marzipan and 
icing (4)
4 What 12 down will fill with presents, if you've been good! (8)
5 Bright decorations for the tree (6)
9 One of the deer pulling 12 down's sleigh (6)
11 20 down ----, a Christmas treat (4)
12 and 13 across - brings children (and hopefully adults!) 
presents (5)
15 The colour of 9 down's nose (3)
16 Pulled during Christmas dinner (8)
17 ---, 8 across, and be merry! (3)
18 Popular choice for the Christmas tree (3)
20 See 11 down

Across 
1 Participate in a winter sport (3)
3 Christmas tree decoration (6)
6 'No room at the ---' (3)
7 Family gathering around the piano (8)
8 See 17 down (5)
10  --- turtle doves, given by my true love 
on the second day of Christmas (3)
11  Essential part of Christmas dinner, 
served with brandy butter or cream (7)

13 See 12 down (5)
14 'Three ------ 23 across', brought by my true love on the third day 
of Christmas (6)
18 Traditionally sits atop the tree (5)
19 The best way to serve turkey (7)
21 Hymn sung at Christmas time (5)
22 One of these sang 'Hark' in the 21 across (5)
23 See 14 across (4)

A Christmas puzzle designed not to tax the ‘grey matter’ too much after a fill of festive spirit

CHRISTMAS  DAY
Bar & Restaurant Open 12 - 6pm

Closed in Evening

BOXING DAY
Restaurant Open for Lunches 

12 - 3pm
Bookings Only 6pm - 9pm
Bar Open 12 noon ‘til close

New Years Day
Open for Lunches 12 - 5pm

Bar Open as usual

THE CROWN & SCEPTRE
Acol     01843 842079

Friday 1st December
Start Christmas Meals

Saturday 9th December
Childrens Party (Invitation Only)

Thursday 21st December
A.L.L. Christmas Luncheon

LINE DANCING
with

“Dance On”
Every Wednesday

Minster Village Hall
Beginners

12.30pm - 1.30pm 
Intermediate

1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Admission £3

For further information
please contact

Sue
01843 603778

Refreshments Provided

EARLY RETIRED

DOES

ALL SMALL JOBS
INSIDE OR OUT

CAREFULLY

PLEASE RING

PETER

823550

Enchanted Designs
PERSONALISED EMBROIDERY

FLANNELS - HAND TOWELS - BATH TOWELS
TOWEL BALES - SWEAT TOWELS  - SPORTS TOWELS 
1000’s designs, free name of your choice

BOOK A PARTY, BONUS GIFTS

RING FOR A FREE CATALOGUE
PRICES START FROM JUST £2

ASK FOR LYN ON 07706 268943
OR  01843   825734
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C l o t h  N a p p i e s a r e  B a ck !

M o d er n  c lo t h  n a p p ie s fa st e n  w i t h  
p o p p er s o r  V e lc r o , c o m e  in  a l l  t h e  

c o lo u rs o f  t h e  r a in b o w  &  a re  sh ap e d  
m o r e  l i k e  a  d isp o s ab le . 

S av e  M o n ey  &  H e lp  t h e  En v ir o n m e n t .
Fo r  in f o  co n t a c t  l o ca l  m u m  D e e  o n

0 1 3 0 4  6 1 7 1 7 8
O r  v is i t

w w w . t h e cl o t h n a p p y co . c o . u k

YOGA
Morning Classes

for the 
Over 50’s

All levels of 
fitness

no upper age limit

for further 
details ring 

01227 722097

We would just like to say a great bit THANK YOU to all the Minster residents who gave us such a fantastic Halloween welcome.  
We really appreciate your buying sweeties, goodies, and baking cakes for the Trick or Treaters and we had such fun dressing up.  Love 

from Geary and Toby Allen, George Nairac, Tom Kerr and Theodore 
Smith. 

THANK YOU to all who have helped Marvyn Attwell cross the 
roads whilst down the village over the past year.  Especially the 
Butchers and all the other shop owners who take time out especially 
to help me. It is much appreciated and brightens my days.  (Marvyn 
Attwell).

Letter from Mr. & Mrs. Barkley - As we are animal lovers 
and supporters of a number of animal charities (to put it mildly) - 
what a shock it was to have an R.S.P.C.A. Inspector at our door with 
a report of animal cruelty.  My husband answered the door and asked 
the young lady officer to come in.  At first I thought she was a police 
lady and it gave me a shock, I thought “Oh my god what has happened!”  
I then realised what had occurred about 6 to 8 weeks previous.  
Coming back from the park with Barney our small dog, Barney spotted 
a cat about 2ft from him sunbathing in the grass, and being like a lot 
of dogs he pulled my husband nearly over to get to the cat, and of 
course my husband pulled Barney away or else I hate to think what 
would have happened to the poor cat.  Next thing we knew was this 
woman bawling at us (“I suppose you think that’s funny”) from an 
upstairs window.  Not wanting an argument we just left it as I don’t 
think she would have listened to us. What I would like to say to this 
person is “GET YOUR FACTS RIGHT BEFORE REPORTING 
PEOPLE” As it was, I think, one of her cats anyway, I wonder what 
she would have said if Barney had attacked her cat?! (Mr. & Mrs. 
R.P. Barkley, 83 Monkton Road, Minster). 
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FARRIERS ANTIQUES
Affordable Antiques and Collectables

Period & country furniture, glass, china, brass 
& copperware, fine art, paintings,

table lamps, mirrors, woodenware & boxes, 
Murano glass & much more

Open 6 days a week (exc Mondays)
9.00am to 5.30pm

The Street, St. Nicholas at Wade CT7 0NR
(directly opposite the church)

01843 840758
Email:farriersantiques@tiscali.co.uk

The Old Stables

Craft Village
Quex Park Estate Birchington

_________________________

Robert Palmer Woodcarver
Original wood sculpture and designs also pet portraits

Elanjay Ceramics
Decorate your own pottery - Children's parties welcome

Artisan Gold-Silver-Platinum
Designs by Robert Hull (formerly Rayment & Hull)

Rose-Craft
Scented gifts for the whole family

Jewellery
Hand made Beaded jewellery & Beading classes for adults

Egg-craft
Decorated eggs with a difference !

A. Giles  Artist
Original paintings - Landscapes & seascapes - Commissions

_________________________

Why not stop by cock-a-doodle-doo’s coffee shop for coffee 
and cakes or a hot meal - Next to Jungle Jim's children's play 

barn

SIMON STAIT
Complete Property Maintenance

01843 595979      07727 687 538

From a leaky tap to a leaky roof - I’ve got it 
covered!!

No job too big - no job too small
For all your building or plumbing jobs, inside 
or out. Professional workmanship with quality 

materials and competitive prices
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Laminate floors, Flat-

packs assembled, New Ceilings & Walls, 
Painting & Decorating, Custom radiator 
covers, Staircases, Doors, Roofs, Locks, 

Sheds erected, Decking, Outside taps, Fas-
cias and Soffits, Guttering, Fencing, Win-

dows, Washing machines installed 
& Pipes boxed in

Fully insured, reliable craftsman.
For a free estimate or consultation

Please ring Simon on 
01843 595979 or
07727 687 538

The Windmill
The Windmill stands upon the Hill,
Without the wind its sails stand still.
With body black and sails of white, 

That used to turn both day and night.

But now it dreams of days gone by,
When it was King of the sky.

With sails turning by wind power,
Grinding daily the peoples flour.

Now its retired, forlorn and old,
With creaking joints and shivering cold.

Against the Kentish sky it waits,
Wondering what will be its fate.

All of a sudden in awe I gaze, 
The sky is lit by angel rays.

It seems to me its arms to raise,
To heaven on high 
The old mill prays.

M. K. Elson

The BEST things in LIFE are free

You ask me what it is that uncoils my springs
This is a simple task to answer true. 
I don my walking boots and off I go 

To walk the lanes and tracks, as to me this brings 
unequalled sense of peace, and you’ll be surprised just 

how much stress can be released, just by standing 
quietly beneath a tree, and watch the birds flitting 

amongst the leaves. 
(Yvonne Chapman)
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Based in both Minster and Birchington 
your local Estate Agent, 

Sunrise Estates 
offers a personal, professional and 

friendly service for all your house sale 
and purchasing requirements. 

For a free market appraisal call us at:

1 Tothill Street Minster Ramsgate 
01843 821222:

40 Station Road, Birchington
01843 845777 

Your 
Local 
Estate 
Agent

‘End of Month’ a la carte Evenings. 
(Last Fri & Sat of every month). 

Party bookings, min. 18 max. 48 people 
Tues to Sat every week.

BRING YOUR OWN WINE - NO CORKAGE 
CHARGE

BOOK NOW!

Burglars Love Christmas As Much As Us!
The festive season is a busy time for all of us, including criminals. Leaving presents and valuables in your car or visible 

under the Christmas Tree makes your car or home a shop window for any opportunist thief who comes along. Below are a 
few reminders of how to keep the season a happy one for you:

Your Car
• Always remember to lock everything away in the boot of your car and check that the windows are closed and that  you 

have securely locked your car before leaving it unattended.
• Park in a well-lit area if you are shopping during the evening.
• Never leave your keys in the ignition even for a short time, such as whilst you are on a garage forecourt.
 Remember - Things in your car might not even be valuable, but does a thief know that?
Your Home
• Make sure you use your doorchain when you open your door. Don’t open the door to a stranger; first ask them to
 put their identification details and company phone number through your letterbox so you can check it out. If In
 Doubt Keep Them Out. - Remember - All reputable firms will contact you by letter if they need to call on you and 

 make arrangements for a time to come that is suitable to you.
• If you are at home or you are away, remember to lock all doors and windows and close your curtains and blinds in 

 the evenings.
• Mark expensive presents with your postcode by engraving or using a UV pen.
• Keep presents out of view. 
• Remember that thieves will be on the lookout for presents - so don't leave these under the Christmas Tree in view
 of the window.
• It is a good idea to take all money, chequebooks and credit cars into your bedroom at night and if possible not to 

 keep too much cash in the home.
• Make sure bicycles, tools and ladders are locked away and that all outbuildings are secure.
If You Are Going Away For Christmas, Enjoy It By...
• Telling your local Neighbourhood Watch coordinator, your neighbours and friends that you will be away and ask 

 them to keep an eye out for you.
• Buy some timers for your lights, radio and TV so it looks 

 like you're at home.
• Remember to cancel the milk and papers while you are 

away.
• Hide any presents or valuables while you are way - most 

 burglars are looking for easy pickings
Being Thoughtful To Others...
• Please keep an eye out for both the vulnerable and elderly 

 people in your area over the Christmas period.
Don’t Allow Criminals To Enjoy Their Christmas At Your 

Expense!
We Hope You All Have A Happy & Safe Christmas

From Minster Neighbourhood Watch
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We look forward to caring for your children
For more information please ‘phone 
01843 824080 or 07950 448 595

BEAUTY & ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES
UNISEX SALON

10 CUTHBERT ROAD, WESTGATE ON SEA

Facials, Manicures & Pedicures, Waxing,
Massage, Aromatherapy, Reflexology,

Indian Head Massage, Hopi Ear Candles,
Make-Up, Eye Tints, Gel Nails, Ear Piercing,

Slimming Treatments, Electrolysis, Body Wraps, 
Non-Surgical Face Lift.

Free Skin Analysis Always Available.
OAP’s ½ Price Pedicure on Wednesdays.

Gift Vouchers Available.
LATE EVENINGS ‘TIL 9PM

Tel: 01843-831882

‘The Ironing Lady’
Are you ‘Pressed’ for time?
Do you need a bit of help?

All your ironing done
At very reasonable prices!

Also full Wash-Service!
Call me today for a chat if you would 

like details
Tel: 01843 823647

Mobile: 07815 438421

A LITTLE SOMETHING FROM KELVIN AND CHRIS 
The picture here shows Chris 

and Kelvin picking grapes at their 
local vineyard - Oakford Wines.  
They didn’t have to tread the 
grapes as well though.  This years 
crop was the best they have had 
and the red wine next year should 
be very good - we will wait and 
see!

(let’s hope we get to taste 
some - Ed!)

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
MINSTER AND MONKTON BRANCH
Once again, November has been a busy month for the Branch: most 

of our activities being centred around the annual Remembrance ceremonies.  
First of all: A really big “Thank you” to all of you who contributed so 
generously towards the Poppy Appeal.  At the time of writing not all of 
your donations have been counted, but from the money that we have 
already banked it is obvious that the people of Minster and of Monkton 
have once again shown their generosity in a tangible way.  Thank you 
also to the business outlets which allowed us to place collection boxes on 
their premises, and to the ladies who took part in the door-to-door 
collections.  Earlier this month we visited an unusual little War Graves 
cemetery at Adenkerke in Belgium.  It contains burials from both world 
wars, and is quite cosmopolitan:  British and Commonwealth  war dead 
resting with Czechs and Russians, and Indians.  Such is the nature of war.  
On 11th November, along with the Regimental Association of the Welsh 
Guards we formally dedicated a new access at the village of West Cappelle 
outside of Dunkerque in honour of the guardsmen who fell there during 
1940.  The Mayor and the local old comrades made us extremely welcome.  
Our own Remembrance Sunday service was well-attended, and the church 
collection alone raised more then £300.  As ever, the Vicar conducted a 
reverent and thoughtful service. For which we thank him.  (John Lynch 
- Branch Chairman).



December 2006/January 200720 Minster Matters

250, Canterbury Road, 
Birchington

01843 840977
Carpets & Laminates 

supplied & fitted
Call Darren for your

 no obligation, home visit 

MONKTON FLOORING

Request from New Zealand  
My name is Paul John Abbott, better known as John. 
I was born at 'Kincot’ 48 Prospect Rd in 1927, and apart from 2yrs National Service, in the Navy, I lived at that address until 
1951. I  then moved to Herne Bay, where my wife-to-be lived, and after we were married we emigrated, in 1952, 
to New Zealand. We settled in Christchurch and still  live there. My parents were Harry and Beatrice Abbott, and I grew up 
with my brother  Douglas and 3 sisters,  Christine, Violet  and  Mary, known as Betty. Our immediate neighbours to 
the north were Mr Mrs Crowe and to the south were Mr Mrs Miller. I joined the Scouts and later the ATC during the 1939 -45 
war. If anyone is interested in contacting me my email address is jjabbott@paradise.net.nz 

Audrey and Shirley would like to apologise for the cancellation of the Country & Western on Saturday 28th October. The 
problem was that 3 of the band members came down with a virus on the Saturday. We apologise if anyone turned up who we had not 
been able to contact.

We would also like to say thank you for your support this year and hope to see you all at the next Charity Dance on Saturday 20th 
January 2007.   We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

ANN TWEEDALE WRITES
I was about to post my Grandson’s 1st Birthday card into the Post Office box 

when a vehicle and trailer passed close to me, the turbulence it caused tweaked the 
envelope out of my hand.  It disappeared, and though I searched the area the enve-
lope wasn’t to be found.

I phoned my Son and explained that I would send a duplicate but it might be 
late. However, there was no need to worry, as I should know by now Minster is full 
of kind and helpful people and one of them found the envelope, posted it and it ar-
rived, together with the duplicate and a separate parcel on the right day

If that kind person is reading this please accept a granny’s Thanks

ELLEN ACCLETON Would like to Thank all her Friends 
and Neighbours for the lovely Flowers, Gifts and Cards that made 
her 90th Birthday very special.

THANK YOU to everyone who has been involved in all the 
hard work of producing Minster Matters over the past year.  I 
hope you all have a lovely time at Christmas and good luck for 
2007.  Best Wishes. Sylvia Fricker (Chairman of Minster Neigh-
bourhood Watch). 

JANET AND LAURIE would like to Thank everyone who 
sent cards or came to help us celebrate our Golden Wedding An-
niversary.  Especially - Thanks to all the family who gave us a 
lovely day. 
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Thanet Animal Cemetery Monkton 
(Est 1974)

Cemetery at Gore Street
Office at 116 Monkton Street

Thanet 821253

The Grass Master
Get your lawn in shape using our

 professional lawn treatment service

* Fertilisation    * Weed & Moss Control
* Scarification     * Aeration    * Grass Cutting

* Landscaping    * Paving    * Decking    * Turfing
Garden Design by Qualified Designer

Artificial Grass Supplied and Installed

Treatments start from just £12 
- its cheaper than doing it yourself!

For a Free lawn analysis & quotation please call
01843 823320 or 07973 817540

Rosemary Ball  MICHT, IIHHT
Reflexologist

Full reflexology.
Hand or foot massage

Relax the body and mind
Suitable for all ages

Tel: 01843 821565
Mob: 07900 030669

Minster-in-Thanet (Evening) WI
Next Meeting Tuesday 12th 

December at 7.30 in the Village Hall. 
Christmas Party with The Harmony Choir

(Don’t forget your food and glad rags!)
At our January meeting on 

Tuesday 9th at 7.30, our speaker will be Rebecca Smith 
from the Isle of Thanet Gazette New members and visi-

tors will be made very welcome. 
For further information call Mary on 821408. 

Minster & Monkton
Royal British Legion Women’s Section  

December 12th
XMAS PARTY

Make Xmas card - a parcel no less than £1, no food in 
parcel please

Bring or pay bingo
For more information Please call Miriam

Smith on 822589.

MOTHERS’ UNION
Soup of Wednesdays will begin on NOV. 1st - 12noon to 

2pm. In THE OLD SCHOOL.
Anyone interested in helping please contact Janet - 

821313. 

WINTER TOURS OF MINSTER ABBEY
Friday and Saturday Morning

11am to 12noon 
(or by appointment)

If you wish to have a tour outside these specific 
times  Please Contact 

Sr. Benedict at 01843 821254 who will be happy to   
arrange a tour for you or your friends. 

The Abbey Shop
Open Friday and Saturday a.m. 11 to 12 noon. 
Special Christmas Gifts for a special Person!

Minster MOT 
& Service Centre Ltd

Full Service 
for most vehicles 

£67.50 (+ parts and VAT)

MoT Testing
£50.35  

From December 1st

Unit 24, Telegraph Hill Ind. Est.
Laundry Road, Minster, Kent

01843 823131
CITROEN SPECIALISTS

New & Used vehicles supplied

Happy
Christmas

MINSTER MUSEUM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 11th December at Pavilion 7.30 pm.
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MPG CARPET CLEANING
At Last! Carpet cleaning brought into the 21st 

Century!
Are you put off by the thought of wet carpets, and not 

being able to walk on them for hours after being 
cleaned? Now that's a thing of the past, thanks to a brand 

new carpet maintenance system.
Our system is completely dry, and there is never a time 

when your room is out of bounds. You can actually walk 
on your carpets during and immediately after being 

cleaned.
Our products are environmentally friendly, pH balanced 

5.5, and with no harsh chemicals, are completely safe for 
children and pets.

There’s no sticky residues left behind as with other 
cleaning systems, which attract the dirt back again.

Seeing is believing! It’s easy, fast, safe, convenient, and 
it works! 

UPHOLSTERY cleaning service also available.
Ring now for a quote on: 01843 847235 /07966 288326

SLIMMING
   a WORLD of support
     a world of difference.

New Salvation 
Army Hall

Tothill Street,
Minster.

Every Wednesday 7pm 
Call Diane on 01843 840952

Find out more at: www.souththanetlabour.org.uk
Contacting your MP:

Dr. Stephen Ladyman:
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

South Thanet Constituency Office
28, Newington Road, Ramsgate, CT12 6EE
Tel: 01843 852696; Fax: 01843 852689
e-mail: stephenladymanmp@souththanet.org.uk
Web site: www.steveladyman.labour.co.uk

An MP’s Surgery is held every week
Please phone for an appointment

Appointments are available every Friday from 4pm 
in the Constituency Office, Ramsgate. 

Additional surgeries are held once a month on a 
Saturday morning in one of the villages or towns of the 

constituency and are advertised locally.
 Dr. Ladyman will visit the elderly and disabled and 

people without transport at their homes if preferred.

Dr. Stephen Ladyman
Member of Parliament for

South Thanet

Ash, Broadstairs, Cliffsend,
East Stourmouth, Elmstone,

Kingsgate, Manston, Minster,
Preston, Ramsgate, Sandwich,

Sholden, Staple, Wingham,
Woodnesborough, Worth.

IN LOVING MEMORY - of Sylvia Gertrude 
Ovenden Born 04/02/1942 Died 13/08/2006.

To many elderly residents of the village she would 
have been known as Sylvia Lawrence.  Sylvia, or Sue 
which is the name she liked to be called,  was a local 

girl who married a Minster lad William Ovenden 
who was in the R.A.F and was stationed at Manston 

for a short time.  Their wedding took place at the 
parish church in the village of Monkton in 1967.  

They had to move around quite a lot before deciding 
to settle in Australia and start a family, and in 1970 
their son David was born.  After becoming ill in the 
early part of this year Sue passed away after a short 

stay in hospital in August - A Loving Wife and 
Devoted Mother.  Sue will be sadly missed. 

PLEASE NOTE - there will be NO SOUP on WEDNES-
DAY DECEMBER 27TH and JANUARY 3rd. 

DECEMBER 2nd - St. Mary’s will have a stall at the 
Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall.  Please support this - 

for the heating Fund. 

DECEMBER 9th - Christmas Saturday Market from 
10am - 2pm.  All our usual stalls and refreshments, in-
cluding Mince Pies!.

MOTHERS’ UNION
Our Christmas Meeting will be held on Wednesday De-

cember 13th at 2pm. - 92 Monkton Road.  We will have our 
usual exchange of gifts and seasonal entertainment.  New mem-
bers are most welcome. 

The Wave of Prayer Service will be January 2nd 
(Tuesday) at 11am - venue to be decided nearer the time. 

The January meeting will be on Wednesday January 10th 
at 2pm - 92 Monkton Road - we will have a “Games” afternoon. 

New members welcome - contact Janet 821313
Don’t forget Corporate Communion 10.30am on the 4th 

Wednesday each month.
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Church News and Service Times

Minster Abbey

The Abbey Chapel is open for prayer 
throughout the day

Lauds: 7.30am
Mass 8.15am, Sunday 8.30am

Mid day prayer 12.10pm
Vespers 6pm

Compline 7.50pm (followed by Silent 
Prayer)

All our visitors, not only Christians 
but people of all faiths and spiritual 
tradition, all who ‘truly seek God’ 
(rule of St. Benedict) are warmly 

welcomed to join us in prayer, in our 
beautiful monastic chapel

The Salvation Army
11 Tothill Street, Minster
Captain Fiona Barnett

822308
Salvation Army Hall

825178
Weekly Programme

All events take place in the New 
Salvation Army Church, Youth 

and Community Centre

Sunday
Sunday School, 9.45am – 10.45am

Morning Family Service, 11am – 12pm
Evening Service, 6pm – 7pm

Monday
Baby Massage (Mum’s and babies under 

6 months), 9.30am – 10.15am
Baby Group (Mum’s and babies under 6 

months), 10am – 11.30am
Friendship Club (Over 50’s), 

2.15pm – 3.30pm

Tuesday
Parents and Tots, 9.30am – 11.30am

Bible Study, 7.15pm - 8.30pm

Wednesday
Keep Fit, 10.15am – 11.15am

Home League (Ladies over 50’s), 
2.45pm – 3.45pm

Slimming World, 7pm – 9pm

Thursday
13+ Youth Club (13-17 year olds),  

7.30pm - 9pm

Friday
7up Youth Club (7-10 year olds),

5.30pm – 6.30pm
Adventurers Youth Club (10 – 12 year 

olds), 7pm – 8.45pm

Saturday
There are events happening most 

Saturdays please see other pages of 
Minster Matters for details.

Please note that all details of the Minster 
Salvation Army programme can now be 

found on our website – 
www.minstersa.co.uk and the new 

Salvation Army telephone number for the 
new building is 01843 825178

St Mildred’s Catholic 
Church

9, St Mildred’s Road, 821340
Father Kevin Fitzgerald 

Services at St Mildred’s Church
Sunday: 10.30 a.m, Mass
Monday: 12 noon, Mass

Wednesday: 12 noon, Mass
Friday/Saturday: 10 a.m. Mass 

Minster Abbey:
Sundays: 8.30 a.m. Mass

Weekdays: 8.15 a.m. Mass
Daily: Chapel open all day for

private prayer
Compline (night prayer) 7.50 p.m.

St. Mary’s the Virgin, Minster
Rev. Bob Coles, 821250

Sunday Services In December
3rd December
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Toy Service
6.30pm: Advent Service of Light

at St Nicholas-at-Wade
10th December

9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)

17th December
9am: no service this week
10am: Nine Lessons & Carols

24th December
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
4.30pm: Candle lit Crib & Carols
11.30pm: Midnight Mass

31st December
9am: no service this week
10am Holy Communion (BCP)

7th January
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Family Praise 

14th January
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)

21st January
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Morning Worship 

28th January
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)
6.30pm: Candlemas Service

at St Nicholas-at-Wade

Services at
St Mary Magdalene, Monkton:
3rd December
10.15am: Toy Service

10th December
10.15am: Holy Communion (BCP)

17th December
6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight 

24th December
10.15am: Family Service followed

 by Holy Communion
31st December

10.15am: Holy Communion (BCP)
7th January

10.15am: Holy Communion (CW)
14th January

10.15am: Holy Communion (BCP)
21st January

10.15am: Holy Communion 
with the Methodists

28th January
10.15am: Holy Communion (CW)

Baptisms at Minster Parish
Church:
5th November: Joshua & Daisy Smith 
& George Setterfield

Funerals:
30th October: Nancy Capel (74)
at Minster Parish Church and
Thanet Crematorium
7th November: Hannelore Lee (77)
at Minster Parish Church
and Cemetery
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Allimar Catering Services

01843 - 290456

07736 540280    07736 541850

Buffets, Weddings, Parties
Business Meetings, Funerals

We cater to suit all budgets and venues

ACS

MINSTER & MONKTON 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

  All are welcome
50p entrance for visitors
The NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 20th December 
In the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

When there will be music to listen or dance 
to by Martin Rawbone, a finger buffet and 

wine. 
Tickets at the door are £1.00 for 

Members and £2.00 non-members. 
The first meeting in the New Year is on 

Wednesday 17th January 07 when Mr. Ro-
land Stevens will be talking on the “Green 

House Story” in the 
Village Hall at 7.30pm.  All welcome. If you 
are interested in gardening come along to our 

meetings the year’s subscription is only 
£2.25, or come as a visitor.  You get a free 

tea or coffee and biscuits as well.  

LIBRARY COMPUTERS
Minster Library reports that ALL of the 

computers which were disconnected from 
the Internet are now back online after such 
a long time without them. Although there 
are, at present, plenty of spare computers 
for public use, it is still probably preferable 
that you make an advanced booking to use 
them, as this way you can guarantee not to 
have made a wasted journey.

Lunchtime Special:  2 Courses for £ 8.45
Sunday Lunch:  £8.95 for 2 courses

Senior Citizens Lunch
Wednesday Special - 2 courses £5.00

Morton’s Fork
“Il Covo”
Ristorante Italiano

Beautiful, en-suite rooms available
Station Road, Minster: 01843 823000

Closed Sunday evening and Monday
www.mortonsfork.co.uk

Taking Bookings Now
for

Pre Christmas Parties

A Very Merry
 Chris

tm
as

From 

Roberto
 and Staff

MINSTER VILLAGE HALL
SUNDAY 10TH DECEMBER @ 2.30PM

SNOWDOWN COLLIERY BAND
present their

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
in aid of

THE PILGRIMS HOSPICE

ADMISSION £2.50 
Raffle/Teas Father Christmas may make an appearance

SHIRLEY’S and AUDREY’S
LOCAL CHARITY DANCE

Saturday 20th January 2007 7.30pm
Minster Village Hall

Special Guest    -   Mandy & Ronnie Winters

For further details ring Shirley   820105 or Audrey  821792

MINSTER VILLAGE HALL BOWLS GROUP
Meets on Sunday Evenings

between 6pm and 9pm (approx) to play Short Mat Bowls
at the Village Hall

We also visit and have visits from
other Short Mat Bowls Clubs.

We intend to increase our sessions in 2007!

Telephone contact 01843 821447

MINSTER SENIORS
Royal British Legion Club, Ladies and Gents

Come and join us for a “Cuppa” and Chat
Bingo - Raffles

EVERY WED. 2pm - 4pm.
All Welcome - for a contact number
Phone 823782 - Mrs. Joan Cordwell.
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Contemporary, relaxed 
wedding photography 
capturing the unique 
nature of your wedding

Also specialising in 
portraits and private 
commissions

Find more details at:
www.photogriffin.com

Enquiries@photogriffin.com

0771 518 1499

MOBILE BEAUTY 
THERAPIST

Professional Treatments in your 
own home  

Swedish Massage * Sports Massage
Waxing * Facials

Pedicures * Manicures
CHILDREN’S PAMPER PARTIES

Contact Alison 
01843 290714 or 07792 838108

Authentic Wine Bottle Covers for sale
 See all the different designs!

For the second year running we have been 
awarded a 

Certificate of Cleanliness, Hygiene 
and Work Practices 

from Thanet District Council

FREE DELIVERY OF ORDERS OVER £10 
WITHIN 3 MILE RADIUS

CHINESE RESTAURANT
& TAKE AWAY

2 Monkton Road, Minster
Tel: 01843 822371

Monday to Thursday: 5.30pm - 11pm
Friday & Saturday: 12.30pm-2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm

Sunday:12.30pm - 2.30pm &  5pm - 10.30pm

New Territories

Now Open 7 days a week!

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR STAMPS FROM 
CHRISTMAS CARDS

For The Donkey Sanctury
Mary will be pleased to receive them 

at 33 Tothill Street
telephone 821408

and she would like to say
Thank you

to all the people who have saved their 
stamps over the year for this cause. 

 Donkeys’ say a BIG Thank you. 

Minster C E Primary School
Molineux Road

Minster in Thanet
Nr Ramsgate

Kent CT12 4PS
Tel No: (01843) 821384

e.mail: headteacher@minster-
ramsgate.kent.sch.uk

We require a
Clerical Assistant

To work in our busy school office

Pay Level 3 Kent Scheme Salaries
Point 7-11 (£13,352 - £15,137) pro rata

20 hours per week term time only
8.30 a.m - 12.30 p.m

Would you like to come and work in our friendly but 
busy school?  Duties will include reception, telephone, 

sales and all general office duties.  Applicants will 
need good communication skills and a knowledge of 

computers is desirable.
Please contact Mrs Rosemary Wookey for further de-

tails and an application form.
Closing date for applications 15th December 2006

Interviews to be held on 5th January 2007

Minster School’s
Christmas bazaar

Friday 8th December
On school premises at 3.15pm

Santa’s Grotto

Face Painting

Games

Raffles

Tom Bola’s

Gift Stalls

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS SCHOOL PFA
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Welcome back to Schoolscript!
The editors for this month’s are: 
Sam Cornwall & Shauna Wallace
The rest of the team are: Carys Wright, Chris Smith, 

Laura Rochford, Tyler Webster, Brendan Durrell, Chloe 
Silcock, Hannah Simpson, Mitchell Stokes-Carter, Lau-
ren Mackenzie and Georgina Griggs.

New launch! Walk on Wednesday
By Chris smith 
Congratulations on the WOW project! That’s one more 

step to make our school a much healthier place.  Nobody 
thought it would be such a success Mrs Hodges told us about 
it and on that Wednesday 87% of the school had walked to 
school.  There were photographers and TV shows wanting to 
get on the action.  It was reel big health rise with Minster 
school not only that but it stopped all the traffic around the 
school roads.  Walk on Wednesday has been going on for 5 
weeks it was 87% on the first week, 91% on the second 
week, 84% on the third week 89% on the fourth and 93% on 
the fifth. Don’t forget to keep your kids walking because it 
will keep them healthy and also it gives the school a healthy 
reputation.     

School Sport
By Tyler Webster and Mitchell Stokes-Carter
6DB teacher Mr Beake  has some good new football players 

and a success in an Upton school tournament.  The players were: 
in goal was Tyler Webster.  Defence was Mitchell Stokes-Carter, 
Kieran Law , Geary Alan, Matthew Warren , Harriet Richards.  
Midfield was Christopher Smith, Kieran Law, Geary Alan, Jor-
dan Allen and strikers were Christopher Smith, Jordan Allen and 
Michael Birch.  Look out for the results in our next issue!

Pupils help Pudsey Bear 
On the 17th November there will be a 

Bad Hair Day in aid of Children in Need.  
Some people even 
dressing up in pyja-

mas and all sorts of clothing!  Some 
girls and boys are going to do a cake 
sale and guess the bear’s name compe-
tition.  People are also going to make 
their hair very weird and might do 
some weird things to their faces.  Kids 
are being sponsored for dressing up in 
different clothing!

Key Stage 1 Pyjama party
by Sam Cornwall
KS1 have a little treat coming soon on the 21st November, 

because the PFA thought that it was unfair that KS2 have a disco 
so the KS1 will have a pyjama party with Mrs Paine.  Mrs Paine 
will tell stories and play games with a little snack and drink for 
them, probably have some music too! What a lot of fun in one 
day! So don’t forget your pyjamas KS1!

Santa’s little helper
By Laura Rochford
This little elf belongs to Santa,
He taught all the Reindeer to Canter,
He is not exactly tall,
In fact he can hardly be seen at all,
Wrapping presents is his job,
His favourite food is corn on the cob,
He wears a suit of white and green,
For his job he is really quite keen.

The difference between him and I,
 Is this I will tell you no lie,
He works for Santa, that we’d all like to do,
I bet we would even you!
Designing presents is his job as well,
To Santa he would not rebel,
He makes nice presents for girls and boys,
He will deliver all your toys.

Seasonal Jokes
By Brendan Durrell

Why is it always cold at Christmas?
Answer… because it’s Decemberrrrrrrrrr

Where does Santa go to learn how to slide down chimneys?
Answer ….the chimnasiun

Why was Santa's little helper depressed? 
Answer he has low elf esteem 

Church Toy Services
At Minster (10am) & Monkton (10.15am) 
will be holding Toy services this year 

on 3rd December.
Our Toy Services, as in previous years, will support the work 

of Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child is an 
initiative of Samaritan's Purse aimed at giving children living in 
poverty a chance to experience Christmas.  Gifts are distributed 
according to need, regardless of creed, largely in Eastern Europe, 
to boys and girls aged between 2 and 14 years.

You are invited to provide a gift from the following list, 
noting, please, that the gifts need to be contained in a shoe box 
(please do not wrap individually):

Cuddly toy, Toothbrush and toothpaste, Soap (bar of), 
Notepad or colouring book (no words), Picture book, Pencils, 
pens, crayons, felt tip pens, Tennis ball or small ball, Hat, 
cap, gloves, scarf, Puzzles, Toy cars etc., Makeup, Hair acces-
sories, Jewellery (not earrings for pierced ears), Sweets (at 
least March 2007 sell-by date).  Please don't wrap the gifts, just 
bring them in a bag for protection.

Father Christmas will ensure that his helpers sort and pack 
them into age and gender appropriate wrapped shoe boxes. All 
the Boxes will then be taken to Diocesan House, Canterbury, 
ready to go on to their destinations.

Thank you in anticipation, for your loving and generous 
support, Bob Coles.
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SECURATEL
Reliable qualified Electricians

All aspects of wiring undertaken
BURGLAR ALARMS

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS
T.V AERIAL’S-SKY SATELLITE
*Reasonable rates* Free estimates* 

Discount for OAP’S*
Contact: Julie Beaney, Minster 01843/823466 

Gary Hake, Canterbury 01227 472612

The next meeting of Minster Parish Council
will be held on:

Tuesday, December 5th, 2006 7pm 
in the Neighbourhood Centre. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
and can arrange to speak to the council through 
the Clerk or by requesting the Chairman before 

the start of the meeting.
Copies of the Agenda are available from the 

Clerk and are posted in the Library.
Clerk to the Council is Mrs Kyla Lamb and the 

Council office is normally open from
9.30am-12 noon weekdays;  tel:821339  

   fax: 825269   Email:minsterpc@tiscali.co.uk

2007
A confirmed date for the January meeting has 

yet to be agreed. Please watch village 
noticeboard and Library for this information

Minster Action for Tourism, 
Culture and Heritage (MATCH)

The MATCH Board meets on the third Tues-
day of each month at the Neighbourhood Cen-
tre, at 7.30pm. 

Residents are welcome to attend, and can raise 
questions or comments through the Chairman.

Contact MATCH c/o Library
4A Monkton Rd, Minster CT12 4EA

REST ASSURED HOME AND PET CARE
The Insured Family Housesitting Service

Established 1999 -  Police Checked
We offer security for your property 

and care for your pets
The Unique Service For Unique People

Due to demand we are looking for mature representatives to work 
for us. 

You must love animals and have no ties

01843 823177   07802 882897
 www.restassuredhousesitters.co.uk

61, High Street
Minster

Tel:
01843 824000

The 
Salon

Free Consultations
Free Refreshments

Closed Mondays

A WELLA 
Premier 
Salon

Minster Parish Council

At its November Meeting the Parish Council:

       •   Were informed that Thanet District Council 
had written to the applicants agent requesting 
the planting of the community woodland, at 
the Somerfield Site, be completed by the end 
of November 2006. The enforcement team will 
monitor the situation and will take further 
steps to ensure compliance if necessary.

 •   Agreed to review the Transport Study of 
Minster carried out in 2005 and hold a public 
meeting in the New Year to discuss traffic 
issues throughout the village.

        • Agreed to Minster Twinning Association 
using the recreation ground and Pavilion 
for an Open Day on Sunday 3rd June 2007.  

     

Minster Matters

The Bell Inn, 
Minster

01843 821274

Function 
room 

available for 
meetings and 
celebrations

Seasons Greetings
and a Prosperous New Year

from

Mike, Anne
and all the Staff at The Bell
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