
WRINKLIES ON THE RUN
In 1907 a French newspaper asked if there was a driver brave 
enough to undertake the journey from Paris to Peking by 
automobile.  100 years later, on April 23rd, four men who describe 
themselves as ‘wrinklies’, set out in two very tired Transit vans to 
re-live that challenge. They are now en route to China on an 
adventure that will take them across two continents, over deserts 
and through swamps.  One of those intrepid drivers is Minster’s 
very own  funeral director, Jonathan Cole.
Because of travel restrictions and a few notable ‘hot spots, the 
2007 route has varied somewhat from the original and is taking 
the drivers through Belgium, Germany, Latvia, where another 
couple will join the team, across to Moscow, through Kazakhstan 
and then across to Mongolia.  Unable to gain access to China with 
their ancient vans, the travellers may have to park the vehicles 
somewhere in Mongolia and finish the final lap of the historic 
journey by rail. “We’re not really sure what will happen” 
Jonathan told us “Depending on what turns up, we’ll be making 
some decisions as we go!”  Monkton School’s teddy bear, 
Barney, has been kindly loaned for the occasion and will be 
keeping an eye out for the safety of the team.
Jonathan paid tribute to his amazing wife Nicolette, who has 
encouraged and supported his adventure from the start and who, 
together with son Chris, will make sure that the family funeral 
business continues smoothly for the 6 weeks that Jonathan is 
away.
Once safely back in Minster, Jonathan has offered to give talks to 
anyone who wants to hear about his adventures. “We would like 
to make a bit of money for UNICEF so we’ll probably ask for 
donations at the talks”
If you’d like to follow the Wrinklies on their epic journey, log on 
to www.wrinkliesontherun.com for regular updates
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MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
Official Opening and Naming of New Pavilion

Friday 20th April saw the Official Opening and Naming of 
the new Bowls Pavilion situated in the Recreation Ground just 
off Molineux Road. Speeches were given by David Fuller 
Parish Council Chairman, Dr. Stephen Ladyman MP, Mr Dick 
Stott Bowls Club President and Brian Davis who took on the 
task of unpaid Project Manager.

Dr. Ladyman made special note of the fact that as Minister 
of Transport it was a rare event for him to be asked to open 
something that had “come in on time, and under budget” which 
raised quite a laugh from the 100 plus members and guests who 
were present. He stated he was very pleased to have been asked 
to perform the naming ceremony, which he duly did by naming 
the new pavilion “The Ray Razzell Bowls Pavilion”

President, Dick Stott, said it had been Ray’s Dream for 
Minster to have the best 6 rink green and facilities in Thanet, a 
dream that has now come to fruition and is a fitting tribute to 
Ray’s memory. He also said that they had originally estimated 
a total of 500 man hours for the work to be completed by 
members, but by his calculations Brian Davis as Project 
Manager had put in more hours than this alone.

Brian in response thanked Ray for his dream, which he had 
promised him he would do his utmost to see become reality. He 
also thanked Cllr Dennis Neville for keeping him going, and 
finally he thanked his wife for her complete understanding 
whilst he saw the project through.
It is certainly a building both the members and villagers can 
be proud of, and Minster Bowls Club can look forward to a 
wonderful future having now bought both their outdoor and 
short mat bowls factions into a single facility.

4 rink green & 
wooden pavilion

circa 1985

6 rink green & 
new pavilion

2007

Wrinklies from left to right: 
Jeff, Tegwyn, Jonathan and Phil

Total Age of Crews and Vans = 263yrs

l to r: Ray Thorp, Brian Davis, Dick Stott, Dr. Ladyman, David Fuller
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Useful Telephone Numbers and Contacts

Hair 
by 

Ian Barrie
73 High Street, 

Minster, Ramsgate
01843 821216

Complemen-
tary Therapist

Intuitive Counselling
Readings      Tarot 

Clairvoyance
Reflexology  Healing

Jan Ottaway
M.N.F.S.H., K.H.A., M.I.P.T.I.

Tel 01843 821559

Editorial
Firstly a big thank you to all of those who have shown their support for the 

magazine during the recent contraversial issues we have been covering. It was good 
to be stopped so many times in the village, this month, and told what a wonderful job 
we are doing. However it was also sad to see the final closure of the Museum. 

We printed, in an article last month, that the Pathways Project website, (available 
from a link on the village website homepage) promised to tell you more about the 
proposed use of the vacated site from October, but at present we cannot find anything 
on there that might help with your decisions about whether or not the project should 
receive villagers support. Elsewhere in this months magazine you will find informa-
tion about where to find dates and venues for the promised “Drop In” meetings for 
the Project. This information, when available will also be published on the village 
website. Whether you are, at present, for or against the proposal you should make the 
effort to attend one of these meetings before finally deciding what you consider is best 
for the village, and then making your views known.

On a final note hasn’t the weather been absolutely gorgeous for April, who needs 
to jet off to the Costa’s, I’ve got a bit of a tan just sitting in my back garden.

Green (in bags) Recycling Collections Blue Bins

Please Note: Late payment may mean your 
advertisement being omitted 

from the next edition

Now Summers Here
pop in for your

Roast Chicken
and  your

BBQ requirements

A.J.Cliffe & Sons (Butchers) 
Ltd

Canterbury House, 
Monkton Road, Minster

Tel: 01843 821288

Caterers

You choose the venue, You choose the 
menu

We do the rest!
Buffets or Sit Down Meals

Weddings, Business Lunches, Barbecues
Private Parties, Annual Dinners

10% discount on any function
in Minster or Monkton
01843 584976
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COMPANY
· UPVC Windows, Doors  
          & Conservatories
• Supply only or Fitted
• Sealed units replaced
• Repairs to existing                
          double glazing
• Also Fascia, Soffits &  
           Cladding

Give Dave a call on
01843 821103

Mobile 07979 525257

Pet and Domiciliary Service
Going Away? At work all day?

Going into hospital?
DAILY VISITS

PADS offers a trustworthy and se-
cure service for the care of your 

home and pets when you are absent
 Fully Insured

References on request
Please call 01843 825293

Open Wed - Sat (inc) from 7pm
2 Courses £16-95
3 Courses £19-95

An Evening of  
“Gentle Jazz”

1st Friday of Month
(usual menu +£3 music supp)

Book Now !!

DEES BISTRO
77, High Street, 

Minster, Ramsgate
01843 823091

deesbistro@aol.com

ASPARAGUS
Come to 

DYAS FARMS, SEVENSCORE
for Fresh Picked Own Grown

also Cauliflower
Open Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm  & Sun 10am - 4pm

Tel: 01842 821218 Fax: 01843 822942

email: dyas-farms@farmline.com

Steve Taylor, Community Warden 
 It’s great to have the warm sunshine so early in the year.  It really does 

make a difference to everything.  Let’s hope it lasts and that cold winds that 
we’ve had over this winter time don’t return.  

As you probably know I  haven’t had the best of health over this winter 
and I for one am looking forward to the better weather and hope I can stay 
well and deal with any issues you think might need my attention.  

While on the subject, I would ask any of you who get troubled by 
youngsters causing a nuisance, particularly with having eggs thrown at your 
property or abuse when you challenge these characters, please, if you 
recognise them and I’m assured they are all local youngsters, let me know.   
I do need more information about these incidents because obviously I can’t 
be everywhere at all times.  The only way we can stop these incidents is by 
working together.  It does work as we have done something similar in the 
recent past.     

Remember, a community needs to work together to make sure we have 
a good quality of life and that anything that upsets that needs to be dealt 
with.  Of course as I’ve repeated many times these sort of things are carried 
out by the minority and I will take every opportunity of giving you the good 
side of what happens in our village.  

You’ll have read in the previous editions of  MM about those talented 
youngsters winning a recent competition. Well as promised here’s an 
up-date for you.  On Saturday 14th April they were invited to perform their 
routine which was put onto a CD.  At the same time they were filmed and a 
DVD is being produced of their performance.  I am arranging for the CD to 
be made available on the Minster web-site so keep your eyes peeled for that.  
As soon as the DVD is completed I will let you know and maybe arrange 
some showings, or where you can obtain a copy.  I can thoroughly recom-
mend you have a listen at the first opportunity.....these kids are really 
talented. 

I would like to pass on my congratulations to everyone connected with 
the completion of the new Bowls Clubhouse.  You should be very proud of 
what you have achieved by doing so much of  the work yourselves.  Let’s 
hope you reap the rewards of your undoubted efforts.  Good luck for your 
future events including the charity competition in June where I will be 
entering a team of wardens for the third year running.  We’ve yet to get into 
the finals but after this glowing report.....you never know.  

That’s all for this month, but do remember to let me know of any 
incidents you think might need my attention....If I don’t know I can’t deal 
with it. 
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R.J.BROADLEY
TREE SURGERY

NCA & NPTC

All aspects of tree 
surgery

Reductions - Felling
Pruning - Hedge Cutting - Planting
Site Clearance - Woodchips & Logs 

£5 million Insurance

01843 825190 / 0780 127 3138
Free Quotations

01843 - 290456
07736 540280    07736 541850
Buffets, Weddings, Parties

Business Meetings, Funerals
We cater to suit all budgets and venues

Allimar 
Catering Services

ACS  

Timber * Electricals * Plumbing
Building Materials * Household Goods * 

Glass * Garden Furniture * Local Delivery

MINSTER RESIDENTS
Introducing your local 

CORGI registered plumbing 
and heating engineer

CPS Plumbing 
& Heating
01843 589076

14, Cottington Road, 
Cliffsend

• Boilers & Gas Appliances
• Annual Servicing & 
     Repairs
• Central Heating Design   

& Installation
• Complete Bathroom       

Design & Installation
• All work Guaranteed
• Fully Insured                     

& Qualified
• Corgi Reg. No 203531

MINSTER TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Bonjour mes amis and welcome to more news from the Twinning. 
Sunday 3rd June 2007 – that’s just next month – the Twinning are 

hosting a massive fun day on the recreation ground and we need your 
support to make it a success!

Starting with a Boot Fair - pitches cost just £5 – gates open at 9am and 
the Boot Fair will run from 10am to 2pm.  And you can stay all day if you 
want!  So don’t miss out on the biggest event this year in Minster, book your 
pitch through Bob at the Attic or ring Bernie Watler.

Entertainment will start around 12 midday and will be vast and varied.  
There will be live bands, a ride on a steam train for the little-uns, games 
against the French – who incidentally are turning up en masse – a clay pigeon 
shoot  (see Bob if you want to take part), a tug-o-war (yes against the 
French), boules, face painting and all the things that a village fun day can 
come up with.

The Brownies are providing tea, coffee, cakes, soft drinks etc and 
Jacqui Cooper may also provide pre-bookable lunches (eg Ploughmans) 
should the need demand.  Contact Jacqui direct or speak to Bob at the 
Attic.  The Scouts will be there cooking and selling big burgers, bacon 
rolls, hot dogs, etc and canned drinks.  The bar in the Pavilion will open 
at noon for all us thirsty chaps and will remain open till you  fall over, 
run out of money, or your partner drags you away.  Most important is 
that there will be entertainment to suit all ages and tastes and, if you 
come on foot, admission to this extravaganza is absolutely free.  If you 
want to bring your car and park up for the day – erect a gazebo if you 
want – and stay the whole day, then a pitch will cost just £5.  So what is 
the catch you may ask?  Well there is none, we are trying to promote the 
Twinning and at the same time raise funds for future children at Minster 
Primary so that they can visit and communicate with the children of 
Armbouts Cappel now and in the years to come. 

Before I forget the Morris Dancers will be there under the guise of 
The Off Cumdun and hot off the press live group entertainment includes 
Ale House Rock, The Healing, Clover, and The Village Unknown – 
Don’t ask me I don’t know!

So, come along for a great day out, bring your gazebo or tent and 
book your place in the sun, and bring plenty of loose change as we hope 
to collect a lot of cash in the buckets which will be all over the Rec – well 
there had to be a catch somewhere didn’t there!

Last but not least, don’t forget the Anniversary Celebrations in 
Armbouts on Sunday 20th May.  See Bob in the Attic to book your seat 
on the coach and have a good day out in France checking out their Boot 
Fair, having a nice meal served to you and enjoying a few  good French 
ales.  For now I must go.  Ed, I hope you can fit all this in for us – Merci 
beaucoup!  Remember................ Minster Does Matter.  A Bientôt  

Qualcast Easitrak 320 Rotary Mower               £59.99
Mountfield Push Petrol Mower                       £129.99
McCulloch Push Petrol Mower            £98.95
Flymo Electric 320 Venturer                            £74.99
Flymo Electric 330 Vision                                £88.99
Firesuround Fire and Marble Complete         £179.99
Complete Bathroom Suite (Bargain)                £198.95
3 Bags 70 litre Godwins Multi Purpose             £9.00
Riven Paving Slabs 18”x18”  3 colours               £1.59
Dulux 6 litre White Matt or Silk Emulsion         £9.99
100 litre Space Saver Water Butt                      £22.99
6 litres Cuprinol Timbercare                          £5.99
5 litres Ronseal One Coat Fencelife                   £5.99
Fence Panels - All Sizes In Stock
Sankey 220 litre Compost Bin                           £27.99

GRAB A DEAL AND GET TO BRILLS

BRILLS DIY
16-18, The Square, Birchington

01843 
845133

Est.
1965
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W.S. COLE & SON
of Monkton

FUNERAL SERVICE
Est. 1893

Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funerals

Home visits for arrangements
01843 821253

A RARE FIND
 Model Kit & Toy Specialists

Wishes to purchase any plastic model kits, 
Toy soldiers, vintage Action Man, toys and 

games of any description and books 
on these subjects. 

Distance no object. Cash Purchases,
Collections bought or single items. 

Personal courteous service.
138 Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent. CT12 4JQ

Tel (01843) 821071  Mobile: 07818 000751 
Email: ahk61@clara.co.uk

P. HUMES
General Builder

All types of work undertaken
Free estimates

Carpentry, Brickwork,
Plastering, Tiling & Block Paving

Bathrooms Fitted
Maintenance work

Tel: 01843 822990
Mob: 07715 234185

ALLWEATHER
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Various safe methods of cleaning – water based
or completely dry to suit your requirements.

Locally based and fully insured.
Call to arrange for your FREE quotation

with no hidden extras.

Tel: 01843 844542    Mob: 07962 108276

Member 1846

N.P. ELECTRICALS
BS7671 QUALIFIED

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Part ‘P’ Registered Electrical installer

All electrical work undertaken from a 
replacement socket to a  full house rewire
Inspection and  testing service available.

Free Quotations, Competitive Prices.
Quality workmanship guaranteed

Tel: Nic Morling 01843 825094

MINSTER-IN-THANET (Evening) WI.

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 8th May
Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Memorabilia of V.E.Day will be on display at our May meeting when our 
scrap-books can also be seen. (Members can also take part in a V.E.Day at 
Minster Primary School).  

The resolution to be discussed at this meeting is “Closing Community 
Hospitals”.  There will be a Craft Dabble Day on May 12th and a ‘New 
Members’ Meeting on May 15th. Two events have been organised for the 
“Stretch a Tenner” challenge.  The first is a Canasta Dabble Day on May 21st 
and the second a Strawberry Tea on July 5th - both at 52 Monkton Road. 

A Garden Morning on June 9th at the home of Ann and Don Wilks 
should not be missed.  An opportunity to buy excellent plants and other 
goodies in their lovely garden.  Members of our Link W.I at Kingswood will 
be guests and it is hoped a game of Bat & Trap will take place in the afternoon.

15 Members attended the Annual Council Meeting at the Winter Gardens 
when Clarissa Dickson-Wright was the guest speaker.  Our Delegate gave a 
report.  

The Walking Group enjoyed a ramble around Goodnestone and Chil-
lenden in March. The speaker at the April meeting was Sarah Turner.  Her 
subject was Flower Essences - not to be confused with Scents.  These are 
derived from flower petals soaked in water, infused with sunlight and bottled 
with brandy.  A drop or two each day can improve emotional health and ease 
stress. Favourite flowers and colour connections were also discussed.  An 
interesting and intriguing subject. 

New members and visitors always welcome 
For further information contact 821152. 

THANET LIBRARIES BOOKCRAWL
Local children, under school age, took part in 

the Bookcrawl at Minster Library. This scheme 
encouraged children to visit the library, collecting 
stickers every visit.  After 5 visits they received a 
certificate and were entered into a draw, with all 
the other participating Thanet children, for the 
chance to win this lovely lion floor 
cushion. The winner was a regular 
visitor to Minster Library 
Theo Upton.
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M.G.GOOD
ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING & BUILDING SERVICES
7b High Street, Minster

Contact Mick on:
01843 823641 or

07761 109171

A ‘GLORY-OUS’  EASTER EVENING
40 singers from across Thanet came together on Easter Sunday evening to 

take part in an ‘Easter Glory’ celebration at the Salvation Army Centre in Tothill 
Street. 

Several musicians from the Minster Corps band, directed their talents and 
voices to a totally new challenge as they happily joined in to sing the choral works 
with the visiting singers. 

The programme included several well known pieces including Panis Angeli-
cus, The Vivaldi Gloria and the wonderful Hallelujah chorus from Handel’s 
Messiah. 

The united singers were led by musical director Bob Drywood, who is this 
year’s president  of NODA (National Operatic and Dramatic Association) He has 
directed and conducted both choral music and opera for many years.  Bob’s wife 
Pat, sang the solo ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth’ and George Downar, resident 
organist at St Augustine’s Abbey in Ramsgate, provided the musical accompani-
ment. 

A capacity congregation joined in with popular hymns and the songs were 
interspersed with short bible readings recounting the story of Easter Day.

Singers and audience were treated to hot cross buns and drinks after the 
celebration and everyone declared it a ‘wonderful end to a very busy day!’

Story Time 
A man walks into a restaurant with a full-grown ostrich behind him.  The 

waitress asks for their orders.  The man says “A hamburger, chips and a coke”, 
and turns to the ostrich, “What’s yours?”  “I’ll have the same”, says the ostrich.  
A short time later the waitress returns with the order.  “That will be £9.40 please”, 
she says and the man reaches into his pocket and pulls out the exact amount for 
payment.  

The next day exactly the same procedure happens - the man retrieving the 
exact amount for the bill from his pocket.  For a while this becomes routine until 
the two enter again later in the week.  “The usual?” asks the waitress.  “No, this 
time it’s a treat, so I will have a steak, baked potato, and salad”. Says the man.  
“Yep! Same” says the ostrich.  Shortly the waitress brings the order and says, 
“That will be £24.60”.  Once again the man pulls the exact amount out of his  
pocket and places it on the table.  

The waitress can’t hold back her curiosity any longer.  “Excuse me, sir.  How 
do you manage to always come up with the exact money from your pocket every 
time?”  “Well”, says the man, several years ago I was clearing the attic and found 
an old lamp.  When I rubbed it a genie appeared and offered me two wishes.  My 
first wish was that if I ever had to pay for anything, I would just put my hand in 
my pocket and the right amount of money would always be there”.  “That’s 
brilliant!” says the waitress.  “Most people would wish for a couple of million 
pounds or something, but you’ll always be as rich as you want for as long as you 
live!”.  “That’s right.  Whether it’s a pint of milk or a Rolls Royce, the exact 
money is always there”, says the man.  

The waitress asks, “But, sir, what’s with the ostrich?”  The man sighs, pauses, 
and replies, “My 
second wish was 
for a tall bird with 
a big behind and 
long legs who 
agrees with every-
thing I say”.     

The
New Inn

01843 
821294

Traditional Village Pub
Food (12-2 & 7-9) Except Sun
Pool, Darts and Friendly Bar Staff

“Live Music”
12th May -Surf Dude Grandad”
26th May -“Captain Mildred”

Phone Theft 

Beat mobile phone thieves.  Did you 
know that each mobile has a unique serial 
number?  To find yours key in: *#06#.  
Your phone’s unique 15 digit code will 
appear.  Make a careful note of this and in 
the event that you should lose your phone, 
you can contact your service provider with 
this information, who will then be able to 
block your handset making your phone 
Energy Bills 

Gas and electricity customers who 
dispute their energy bills can now 
complain to a new Ombudsman service.  
Customers will need to try and resolve 
issues with suppliers before the 
Ombudsman is called in.  His number is 
0845 055 0760. 
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CURTAIN 
MAKING 
SERVICE

Blinds
Swags and Tails
Call Marion on 

821415

MINSTER DAY CARE NURSERY
AND OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB

Molineux Road, Minster Tel: 01843 821482
Ofsted and KCC Registered

Care and education in a happy, friendly 
environment, from 1 year to 11 years old

Sessional or full-day care available
 - 51 weeks a year

Registered Charity No. 1110919

NORTHROP
DECORATING 

SERVICES
All Interior and 
Exterior Work

Tiling, General Home Maintenance
Garden Features

Local and Experienced
Contact Paul or Tracey

01843 823646

GRAFFITI AT THE PARISH CHURCH
During the Easter Holiday weekend, anti-mast graffiti 

was scrawled on the church door and approach wall to St 
Mary’s Parish Church.  It is a sad sight and people who 
have lived in the village for many years have said that 
they cannot remember anything like this ever having 
happened before.

Protest campaigner and mother of three boys, Adele 
McDermott told MM how shocked she had been when 
she learned of the graffiti attack. “Like me, many parents 
and grandparents in Minster are deeply worried about 
unresolved health arguments surrounding mobile phone masts and the long-term 
effects on their children’s brains but we have always been completely up front with 
our petitions and protests and kept firmly within the law.  I am not a religious 
person but even so, it seems to me very wrong to deface a church building in this 

way”
At last month’s Parish Council meeting, coun-

cillors were told that questions concerning the pos-
sibility of interference to CCTV security cameras 
around the village, had not been answered satisfac-
torily by installers QS4.  The council agreed to 
write again asking for the company’s written guar-
antee on this important issue. 

Report by Anne Lehane

PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE OF REPRESENTATIVES
As there will not be an election for Parish Councilors in Minster this coming
 month, here is a list of the 11 who will represent us from 3rd May.
Roy Bailey, 3 Way Farm Cottages, Wayhill, Minster (New Member),
Carol Buchanan, 11 Southall Close, Minster,
David Fuller, Sheriffs Court Farm, Minster,
Gerry Glover, 38 Freemans Road, Minster,
Bob Grove, 36A Tothill Street, Minster,
Michael Johnson, 10 Orchard Close, Minster,
Sandy King, 58 Monkton Road, Minster (New Member),
Dennis Neville, The Devils Elbow, Monkton Road, Minster,
Audrey Pickering, 32 High Street, Minster,
Ann Thomson, 58 Tothill Street, Minster,
Jamie Thomson, 58 Tothill Street, Minster (New Member).

FIRST MEETING OF NEW COUNCIL
Tuesday 8th May

B
U
M
S 

T
U
M
S  

&

T
H
I
G
H
S

B
U
M
S 

T
U
M
S  

&

T
H
I
G
H
S

Tuesdays
7:00 –8:00pm

The Old School Hall
Minster

Fitness & Fun for ALL Abilities
Only £4.00

'Active for Life' starting soon

Call Kelly for more details

078777 - 39677
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C.G. Waters
45, Station Road, 

Birchington
Tel: 01843 845085

7, Market Street, 
Sandwich

Tel: 01304 613010
No obligation home visit

Telephone with your requirements

NICF

Carpet
Specialists

Carpets

Vinyl's

Rugs

Laminate

8

TIGER’S  TIP
To stop long finger 

nails puncturing rubber 
gloves put a piece of cot-
ton wool in the end of 
each finger. No good for 
PVC gloves.  

INDOOR BOOT FAYRE
AT

MINSTER VILLAGE HALL
ON

SATURDAY, 12TH MAY

9am to 12 noon

Free Admission

Only £5 per table

Canteen Refreshments laid on

To reserve a table - please contact
Eric James on 01843 821744

THOUGHTS AND PHOTOS OF 
MINSTER MUSEUM’S LAST OPEN DAYS

Dear Editor 
Although I am not a resident of Minster, I hope you will consider printing 

my letter.  I have been coming to this beautiful and friendly village for 30 years 
now.  I have close friends here and I try to come for little holidays at least twice 
a year.  

Like many in the village, I was sorry to see the lovely Museum close at the 
weekend and I think it is wonderful that you were able to keep it going for so 
long.  Well done!  As I feel that Minster is my “Second Home” and because you 
all make me feel so welcome, I would like to offer a word of consolation.  

I live close to a Rehabilitation Centre in Hertfordshire.  I can honestly say 
that there has certainly not been any sign of criminal activity or undesirable 
behaviour connected with it all the years it has been established.  In fact, you 
would hardly know that it exists.  I personally know local addicts and their 
families whose lives have been changed by the treatment offered.  Without this 
centre, there would be no hope for these young vulnerable people.  

If the proposal for such a centre in Minster becomes a reality I very much 
hope your experience will be the same as ours,  and I wish you all the very best.  
I do understand how you must be feeling as it was the same for some of us at 
the beginning.  

Finally, thank you for making people like me feel so welcome here: you 
really have something quite special in Minster and I am sure it will last! 

 Noreen McAllen

Guest Rooms 
from £56 per room per night

Self Catering from
£200 per week

Durlock, Minster in Thanet,
Kent CT12 4HD

Tel: 01843 821219
www.durlocklodge.co.uk

Royal British Legion Club
61 Augustine Road, Minster

present for your entertainment
May

5th     Ricky Fontaine
12th   MG
19th   Junkmail
26th   The Deuce

Guests must be 
signed in by members

New members welcome.
Evening Basket Meals

Pre Booked Sunday Lunches
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Electrical Engineers
* Rewires * Extensions * Alterations

* Testing and Inspection
* 16th Edition I.E.E. Regs bs7671

* Free Estimates

David Munday
01843 825732

Mobile: 07870 755084

All food freshly prepared

Restaurant, Garden and Grounds 
available for Functions and Meetings

Probably the best Carvery in Thanet

The White Stag
Monkton 01843 823760

New Chef - New Menu - Bar Food - 
A la Carte & Vegetarian Options

Food Served  - Wed to Sat 
12noon - 2.30pm  &  5pm - 9pm 

New Summer Sunday Carvery 12noon - 4pm
£8.45 Main Course - Optional Menu and 

Vegetarian Options Available
Sunday 6th May - Karaoki

Saturday 26th May - James (Sinatra type music)

Take Away
Fish & Chips

& Selective Menu

Two for One Offer
On Selective Menu

Wed or Thurs 
Lunch or Eve

On Production 
of this Advert

Summer BBQ’s
in Garden

Weather Permitting

Dear Editor 
I just felt that I had to write to you and say how sad I felt 

wandering round the Minster Museum for the last time at the 
weekend.  My partner and I went both days as we just didn’t 
want to miss anything, and everybody that we spoke to had a 
lump in their throat.  

The falconry display was absolute magic and had a touch of  
Harry Potter about it and entranced the children watching.  It is 
reassuring that all the animals will go to a good home.  It was 
obvious that all the animals had been well cared for and loved.  

Of course none of this would have taken place without the 
love and devotion of the volunteers who have given up their free 
time quite unstintingly and got this marvellous museum off the 
ground.  We owe them more than a big thank you for fighting to 
keep this little piece of Minster alive.  

What will take its place does not bear thinking about and 
everybody I spoke to is praying that it does not take place.  Per-
haps sometime in the future we will have a museum that nobody 
can take away from us, and we can put back what so many dedi-
cated people have put in with hours of hard work and love.  

A big thank you to you All. 
Rosemary Ball

To Minster Matters
Having spent time in the lovely museum during the last two days of its existence, I am not alone in feeling so totally 

gutted. As I looked at the photographs that record the step by step progress, it was a remarkable achievement. To start with 
nothing, then to toil year after year to make it what it had become was something for the village to be proud of.

The letter of explanation from the Sisters seems to suggest that it was the decision of the Museum Trustees to close it. I 
think that decision was forced upon them. The Abbey Trustees, that is the Sisters, had made up their mind and gave no margin 
for negotiation. I cannot see the justice in such an action at all. The closure was forced upon them to make way for a project 
that is totally unsuitable in a village enviromnent. It is an insult to all of those who have given so much of their precious spare 
time to have the rug pulled from under their feet. Many of the problems of today stem from a materialistic world of high 
technology. The Museum gave us an insight of an uncomplicated way of life.

The Museum was a therapeutic pathway that was right for Minster, an eye-opener of how life used to be. A pathway many 
of us have journeyed along, a pathway that kept us on the straight and narrow even in the most difficult times. That is what I 
call a Pathway Project, a preventative measure in a caring community. That is what we had, now it's all gone.

Hazel Grove

Cont’d.........
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We look forward to caring for your children
For more information please ‘phone 
01843 824080 or 07950 448 595

Only 15 minutes to Disneyland
Close to all major attractions, 

shopping, golf & restaurants
Prices from £425 per week, not per person

Visit our website: www.cnfloridahome.com
For more information & a colour brochure 

contact Nicola on 821238

Exceptional
Luxurious
Florida Villa

To let
Sleeps 8

Private pool

THOUGHTS OF MINSTER MATTERS
Dear Editorial Team , 
As of the election date of 3rd May 2007 my role as a Parish Councillor comes 

to an end. Owing to personal reasons I decided not to stand again as I would not be 
able to devote the time necessary for such a busy Parish. There will not be an 
election for the Parish Council but the council will be at full strength thanks to three 
new people in the form of Roy Bailey , Sandy King & Jamie Thomson. I wish them 
all luck and hope they enjoy their time as much as I did. 

Whilst representing the council at various events and meetings throughout 
Thanet and Kent I was able to see local newsletters produced by various villages 
and groups. Our own Minster Matters stands head and shoulders above the others. 
The quality of the presentation and editorial is , in my opinion , second to no others 
I have seen. The Minster Matters team are a credit to themselves and to Minster , 
we are very lucky to have you. 

The closure of the museum and the phone mast are just two of the recent 
controversial subjects covered in a very even manner by Minster Matters. Depend-
ing on which side of the fence you stand on these two subjects depends on which 
slant you read into the coverage. The same can be said of any issue in a national 
newspaper. Hopefully by covering the issues as well as you have then people will 
see there is often more than one side of an argument. 

There are a lot of issues that will affect the lives of people in Minster coming 
up in the near future. These issues range from the large housing development in 
Monkton Road (H2B site) , the East Kent Access Phase 2 , the future of Manston 
Airport and the reduction in local bus services to name but a few. 

In addition to controversy there are the good things happening in the village 
thanks to the excellent work of the MATCH team , the work of the PFA / 
Governors at the school and not forgetting your own Parish Council. 
Throughout the village there are small teams of volunteers running projects 
that greatly improve the quality of life for the people of Minster and have the 
overall effect of making Minster a great place to live. Most do their work with 
no or minimal funding and I am grateful to them.

Whatever the issues , good or bad , I hope you and your team are right at 
the centre of things informing us what is going on. There are local rags 
covering Thanet but they often see an issue affecting only Minster as perhaps 
too small to cover even when it is important to our village. That is where you 
are an invaluable source of information. 

In doing your work you are bound to upset some people , ask any 
councillor ! , but do not let that put you off the excellent work you do. Minster 
needs you.

Regards
Andrew Local

Fresh coffee  
Speciality teas 
Delicious cakes 
Sandwiches
Light lunches 
Bacon rolls
...and all the gossip!

Gloria 
& 

Teresa
79 High Street

Minster
Thanet

Summer Opening Hours
Mon to Sat: 9am - 3pm

Sunday: 10am - 2pm

Minster Post Office 821291
Flowers
Helium Balloons
Gifts and Cards

Your One Stop shop
 in the village
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THE SMART WAY TO BOOK 
YOUR HOLIDAY

Susan Osborne
Personal Travel Counsellor

Tel: 01843 834481 Mobile: 07940 714683
Email: susan.osborne@travelcounsellors.com
Web site: www.travelcounsellors.com/susan.osborne
Travel Counsellors Trust Guarantees 
Financial Protection on Every Booking

General House & Garden 
Clearance & Maintenance

Interior & Exterior Decorating
Kitchens & Bathrooms

* Gardens * Fencing * Lawns
Patios * Hedges
Free Estimates

No Job too Small
Local, Reliable, & Friendly

Fully Insured

01843 822541
07765 907480

Email: TGFMaintenance@aol.com

Maloys Mower Maintenance
The professional service for your garden machinery

SALES - SERVICING
SPARE PARTS - REPAIRS

 We are warranty agents for most major brands of garden 
machinery.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
& COLLECTION in MINSTER

 6 Grotto Hill, Margate, Kent CT9 2BU 
Tel/Fax 01843 293342

e-mail: maloys.mowers@tesco.net

THE ATTIC
TIME RE-
STORED 

4, Monkton Road, 
WIDE RANGE OF

PET SUPPLIES
Lawnmow-

ers 
Serviced

(Petrol and electric) 

New Seasons Seeds
Compost, Bark
Garden Tools

April Solutions

MAGNOLIAS IN THE MIST

Magnificent Magnolias emerge from the 
morning mist 

Blushing pearly pink as if by the early 
dew drops kissed. 

Silhouettes of trees loom darkly through 
the smoky haze

Standing silent sentinels promising soon 
some sunny days. 

The muffled notes of the song of a startled 
bird

Is the only sound in the mysterious silence 
to be heard. 

Cut off from the world by a magical 
cloudy veil. 

As if on board a phantom ship we are 
doomed to sail. 

(M. Elson)   

PROOF THAT MAN NEEDS A WIFE
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Monkton
Mother and Toddler 

Group
Wednesday Mornings

9.30am - 11.30am
Monkton Recreation 

Ground
£1.50 per Family

for further details 
ring

Sarah 07855027198
or

Dolly 07836244705

QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH 
PROFFESSIONAL

David Oakley MCFHP, MAFHP

All forms of Services and Treatments
available for Foot and Nail care

Corns, Calluses, Bunions, Hammer-toe,
Ingrown nails, Nail deformities,

Infection control for Athletes foot and Fun-
gal Nail infections, Verruca’s, 

Hard skin removal and Diabetic footcare

We provide personal and reliable treatment 
in the comfort of your own home, nursing 

or residential care home or hospital

Day, evening, weekend appointments 
available by arrangement

Tel: 01843 866601
Mob: 07749 999584

  Pawfection
Dog Grooming Service
All Breeds Welcome

Kind Professional Service
Fully Insured

Professionally Trained

Gemma & Sandie
69 High Street

Minster, CT12 4AB
01843 825841

Minster School seeks first-hand WWII Experiences and Memories.
Minster CEP School will be holding a VE day on 6th June for all pupils.  The entire 

day will be dedicated to this historical event with children taking part in activities, role 
play and listening to guest speakers who can educate the younger generation on what it 
was like during the second world war.

If anyone would like to visit the School on this day to share their own experiences/
memories of this time we would love to hear from you.  

Please contact Viv Paine, Head of Key Stage 1, at Minster School on  (01843)  
821384 for more details.

Minster Playhouse
Presents
Peter Gordon’s new play

Death by Fatal Murder

16th – 19th May 7.30 
Minster Village Hall
Tickets 01843 822458 £5.00 and £6.00

Pratt’s Diary:
And now, the end is near and it could be curtains for me - and very nice 

drapes they are all velvety and with tassles on the end, just like Mrs Pratts bits.
I feel I am hot on the ankles of the Bigshot House murderer (although he 

didn’t use a big shot – he achieved Death by Fatal Murder by other underhand 
methods, possibly a tap and a cheese sandwich). Miss Margate has her own hy-

potenuse, but I won’t be swayed by her onions. Blodwyn Mouthorgan, the extra large – 
sorry, medium – is convinced the answer lies in the depths beyond, but frankly I’m not 
prepared to make the journey to Cliffsend to find out.

All will be resolved in Minster Village Hall between the 16th and 19th May. Will 
Stiffy Allbright loosen up and reveal all (hopefully not while the ladies are present)? 
Will Miss Farharhar tear herself away from the brussel sprites for long enough to ex-
plain exactly what she was up to in the broom cupboard? And will I, Defective Inspec-
tor Pratt, prove my critics wrong by ensuring the criminals get their just desserts (treacle 
pudding and custard perhaps or maybe prunes and semolina--- mmmmmm!!!).
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BIRCH LANDSCAPES
A Complete Garden

Service

Design & Construction

Patios         Turfing
Decking    Clearance

Block Paving
Garden Lighting

Pond & Water Features

Call Chris on
07883065740

For a Free 
No-obligation quote

DigitalMemories Photography…

   …portraits from a personal perspective

Award winning photography by Martin Taylor LSWPP
• Stunning personal portraits – children a speciality – see our website!
• Timeless family images
• Incredible wedding photography

We can photograph you at our  studio, in Eythorne,  or arrange a home visit.
Prices from £35 – includes a hand finished 10x8 Fine Art Print.  Weekend and 
evening availability.

To discuss your photography needs, please telephone Martin on:

    01304 830619
              www.digitalmemories.org.uk

County Financial Services & Sunrise Estates
Y our local es tate agent

Offering a personal,  professional and friendly service 
for all of your house sale and purchase requirements

1 Tothill Street                 Agents for 
Minster Ramsgate           K en t Reliance Building Society
                                         Offering a range of award winning
Tel 01843 825608            savings & investment accounts

County Financial Services & Sunrise Estates

GUERILLA GARDENING IN MINSTER
Further to the mention made of this some months ago, we thought you might be interested to see how the Petts Crescent 

project has been evolving.  There are many more areas in the village that could be enhanced 
with just a little effort from some willing 
volunteers and a few free packets of seeds, 
or plants that have outlived their life in a 
garden.

Interested in helping to make Minster a 
tidier more colourful place to live , then 
drop Minster Matters a line by email or a 

just a note 
into the 
library and 
we will try 
to get 
something 
organised.

VIEWS OF A MM READER
Delivering the KM Extra and Bens Supermarket leaflets I see and 

hear a lot from around Minster. At present there are 3 topics, “The 
Mast”, “The Abbey” and the glorious weather. Many residents are 
against both the mast and the Abbey some of whom are waiting to see if 
a public meeting will be held. In the case of the mast there 
isn’t to be a public meeting and many are incensed by this.  
Minster Matters are printing the goings on in our village, 
and if you are one who is Pro the Abbey I am sure it will 
be printed.

Both of these items are ongoing, I have no doubt these 
will be the topics for many issues to come. Minster Mat-
ters goes to every house, the only way for everyone to be 
informed. older people want to know what is going on in 
the village even if they can’t attend meetings. An alterna-
tive would be for me to deliver any information with leaf-
lets. These may not coincide with meeting dates, and a 
separate delivery is not possible. Before anyone asks - 
thanks but no thanks !

Linda Watson



                The Little Owl and the Beetle - 
The Little Owl is not a truly British species, but was introduced by Lord Milford some years ago from Holland. 

(Editors note: established in UK now for over 100 yrs) The first  birds that were brought over were let loose on 
Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire, and have since spread widely over England, and are now fairly common in most 
districts.  It is not popular with gamekeepers or chicken-farmers, who accuse it of killing and eating young pheasants 

and chickens.  Naturalists and bird-lovers have tried to make excuses for it, and tried to whitewash its character by 
pointing out that its diet is almost entirely composed of beetles and other insects.  This argument in its favour, the owl does its best 
to support, for it has a habit, in common of other species of its kind, of bringing up a cast or pellet of the indigestible portion of its 
food.  These pellets when they are collected and examined are found to be almost entirely made up of the broken wing-cases of 
beetles.  There are no bones or feathers and often not much fur.  “And so”, say the naturalists and the bird-lovers to the gamekeepers 
and the chicken-farmers, “you are mistaken, these birds are innocent, they only eat insects”.  “But”, say the keepers, “we know  the 
little owl takes the young pheasants, because we’ve seen him do it, not once but often, and we have shot him too, with the young birds 
in his claws.  “Yes and the same is true of young chickens”, say the farmers.  “The owl’s a nuisance, and it was a fool who ever 
brought it to England to be a plague to us”.  The bird- specialists answer:  “But he doesn’t eat the birds, or he’d be bound to bring up 
the bones and feathers in his casts”.  A close observation of the habits of the little owl have proved that both are right in the 
contentions.  He does kill the young pheasants and chicks, but he doesn’t eat them.  It was found by analysing the contents of the casts 
that these were made up, during the earlier part of the year, in April and May, of the remains of the harder parts of the burying beetle 
and of those beetles whose habit it is to live upon the dead bodies of animals.  This gave the observers a clue, and they found that the 
little owl would search for the dead bodies of small animals, and seek under them, turning them over with its beak and claws, for the 
beetles which it finds so appetising.  And not only that; it will regularly and systematically kill young birds and small animals such 
as mice and rats, and will carry the bodies to certain selected places, and will there leave them to become of the right sweetness of 
decomposition to attract the beetles.  After a day or two, this sagacious bird will return to his private collection and will find his traps 
well stocked.  All he has to do is to turn over the small corpses and find the beetles underneath.  The burying beetles can be best 
observed in April and May, when engaged in the task of burying the dead bodies in which their grubs are to find both habitation and 
food.  The true burying beetle does not eat much of the corpse, he prepares it as a fit feeding ground for his young.  He will bury it 
by working the ground away from underneath the corpse, and so letting the body fall into the space that he hollows out.  The process 
is amazingly quick, provided the soil is soft, and the little owls, if they are going to catch the beetles before they are too deeply buried, 
have to make frequent visits to their hunting ground.  The owl’s reasoning must be so - it must recognise that a time interval is 
necessary, and must in some way or another come to the following conclusion:  “This dead body which I hold in my claws has no 
beetles in it now, but if  I leave it in a suitable place which I can remember, and return to, it will in the course of time become rich in 
the beetles which I most like”.  Such a reasoning must postulate on the part of the owl a sense of duration, also foresight and memory.  
This shows in fact a fairly high degree of intelligence as judged from a human standard.  It is quite possible that the owl has such a 
standard of intelligence, and does go through steps of reasoning similar to those which have been indicated, but it is also possible that 

the determinants of its action are quite different from human determinants, and that it 
may be governed by an autonomous complex similar to those which are revealed in 
wholly instinctive creatures such as insects.  Whatever,  the little owl likes his beetles, 
and finds the beetles that it likes best in the close proximity to the bodies of dead 
animals.  So often does this experience occur that the association between dead bodies 
and beetles becomes established in its mind.  So basically he carries his conquests to the 
appropriate place and leaves them there for the beetles to do their work and he returns 
for his yummy meal of beetles at the right  time and place when he is ready.  Clever 
Little Owl. 

(Taken  from the book: Enigmas of Natural History 
   - by E.L.Grant Watson, first published in 1936)     
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LINE DANCING
with

“Dance On”
Every Wednesday

Minster Village Hall
Beginners

12.30pm - 1.30pm 
Intermediate

1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Admission £3

For further information
please contact

Sue
01843 603778

Refreshments Provided

N.P. ELECTRICALS
BS7671 QUALIFIED

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Part ‘P’ Registered Electrical installer

All electrical work undertaken from a 
replacement socket to a  full house rewire
Inspection and  testing service available.

Free Quotations, Competitive Prices.
Quality workmanship guaranteed

Tel: Nic Morling 01843 825094

PROFESSIONAL 
HAIRDRESSING

Marie
01843 822988
07971 061085

In the comfort and privacy 
of your own home, 

or mine if you prefer 
Briar Cottage

Bedlam Court Lane
(next to Minster Garage)

Daytime or Evenings
Appointments Available
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Roofing
Over 30 years roofing experience

* New roofs * Roof Repairs *
* Restoration Work *

* Free Estimates*
* All work guaranteed *

Freephone: 0800 7 31 31 52
Mobile: 07957 42 42 47

ESTABLISHED DJ ROXBURGH
(Minster)

For all your brickwork,
extensions & 

patio requirements
Mobile: 07973 850083
Tel/Fax: 01843 825318

Email: djroxburgh@gmail.com

EARLY
RETIRED

DOES

ALL SMALL JOBS
INSIDE OR OUT

CAREFULLY

PLEASE RING

PETER
823550

To be in with a chance of winning a Meal for Two at the above 
restaurant all you have to do is send your name, address and contact 
telephone number, to the Library,  in an envelope marked for the attention:-

 ‘Minster Matters Monthly Meal for Two - “Minster Tandoori” 
THE FOLLOWING TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY:

Competition Open to Minster Residents Only
Only one  entry per household.  Last date for entry will be 

Tuesday 15th May.  Draw will take place on Wednesday  16th.  
Winners will be notified on Thursday  17th May  2007. 

Voucher will only be valid for one month from the date of issue.
Minster Tandoori  voucher valid weekdays only - Meal for Two 

From the Set Menu only.  DRINKS EXCLUDED

MEAL FOR TWO
Each Month!!!

Each month we are advertising a restaurant located in the village and giving you 
the chance to win a meal for two to eat there.  

This month we extend our offer to: 

WIN!
WIN!
WIN!

WIN!
WIN!
WIN!

Minster Tandoori
Restaurant & Take Away 
1 High Street, Minster
Tel; (01843) 822516/7
Located in the heart of the village, Minster 

Tandoori provides excellent authentic, high class, Indian cuisine in a fully  
air conditioned restaurant, open 7 days  a week including bank holidays 
6.00pm to 11.30pm.  A family run business since 1989, Minster Tandoori 
has built up a first-class reputation as being one of the best Indian 
restaurants in Kent.  They hold the Silver Award of Food Hygiene and boast 
a prestigious menu with a wide selection of dishes.  Some of the well-
known and most popular dishes include the Garlic Chilli Chicken or Lamb 
- a fairly hot dish with lots of garlic and fresh chilli (ideal for those with a 
strong palate!) The very popular fish dish Tilka Salmon - boneless chunks 
of salmon char-grilled on tandoori, flavoured with sesame seeds and dried 
crushed fenugreek,  and not forgetting the House Special Haash (duck) 
Shugonda - breast of duckling with onion, ginger and garlic, cooked with 
light ground spices and garam masala.  With the skillful preparation and 
blending of spices, food can be served so mild and delicate that a child 
could enjoy it and conversely a person with the strongest palate could find 
extremely hot. Whether it’s a meal for two or a party booking, Minster 
Tandoori can cater to everyone’s taste.                

Across
2  Eating area attached to kitchen (7) 
6  Contingent (7) 
8  Word for word? (7) 
9  Heinous (5) 
10  Study of sound properties (9) 
13  Embraces (6) 
14  Galactic gas cloud (6) 
16  Unequivocal (9) 
17  San Marino's F1 venue (5) 
19  Unaccompanied musician (7) 
20  Location of Walt Disney World (7) 
21  Equine encouragement (7) 

Dees Bistro - Meal For Two Winner
Congratulations to E.M.Kimber

of Fairfield Road, Minster. 

Down
1  Spat (4) 
2  Absolute ruler (6) 
3  Not of prime importance (3-9) 
4  Symptom of Meniere's disease (8) 
5  Tough wood often used to make tools (3) 
6  Loud-mouth, fanfaron (8) 
7  Gambling centre of New Jersey (8,4) 
11  Of music, consisting of short, crisp notes (8) 
12  Simulated (8) 
15  Portable PC (6) 
18  Has (4) 
19  Weaken (3)
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C lo t h  N a p p i e s  a r e  B a c k !

M o d e rn  c lo t h  n a p p i e s  f a s t e n  w ith  
p o p p e rs  o r  V e lc ro , c o m e  in  a l l  t h e  

c o lo u r s  o f  th e  r a i n b o w  &  a re  s h a p e d  
m o r e  l ik e  a  d is p o s a b le . 

S a v e  M o n e y  &  H e l p  t h e  E n v ir o n m e n t .
F o r in f o  c o n t a c t  lo c a l m u m  D e e  o n

0 1 3 0 4  6 1 7 1 7 8
O r  v i s it

w w w .t h e c lo t h n a p p y c o .c o . u k

YOGA
Morning Classes

for the 
Over 50’s

All levels of 
fitness

no upper age limit

for further 
details ring 

01227 722097

FLOWER SHOW 
This is a reminder of a few details and an announcement
Just in case you did not buy your schedule on launch day - they are available in a local shop and will give you 

details of the competition categories and the children’s colouring picture.  Hopefully this will include Cliffsend 
Post Office for those outside Minster.  

The Cups won last year are due back in - you can take them 
to Attwells.  This year’s winners will be photographed with 
their cup and the photo will be put onto the website and possi-
bly into next year’s schedule.  The cups will not be available to 
keep as they are getting damaged. 

The Committee wish to restate that anyone participating in 
any wheeled event (skateboard, in-line skates, bike race) will 
need to be adequately protected or they will not be allowed to 
compete. 

Those of you entering gardens will have two opportunities 
to have them judged - if you are in the Open Gardens it can be 
seen then; or on the usual days prior to the Show.  Please make 
it clear on the entry form - thank you. 

Parking is very, very limited this year, about 50 places only.  
Please walk from home or park nearby in the village and walk.  
This will be more environmentally friendly, and save conges-
tion in St. Mildred’s Road and on the grounds - thank you. 

We would like to have someone or a group carry the Min-
ster village flag in front of the Show Princesses’ car.  This 
needs to be a representative of Minster Village and nominated 
by YOU.  We see this as being an honour and may be for an 
individual or family you feel has done most in some way, or a 
group of people, maybe a couple celebrating a wedding anni-
versary that are great village people.  Whatever your reason for 
nominating them please write details down (who it is, why you 
think it should be them, contact details) and hand them into 
Karen at Attwell’s before the end of May.  The Committee 
would like lots of choice and discussion points when deciding 
who to ask.  Make sure that the person / people know!!  We 
don’t want to embarrass anyone when we phone to ask them to 
do it. 

We hope that you continue to support the Show as we 
would not like it to become a dying 
tradition.  It only stays alive with 
active participation.   14 Station Road

Birchington
Kent
CT7 9DQ
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FARRIERS ANTIQUES
Affordable Antiques and Collectables

Period & country furniture, glass, china, brass 
& copperware, fine art, paintings,

table lamps, mirrors, woodenware & boxes, 
Murano glass & much more

Open 6 days a week (exc Mondays)
9.00am to 5.30pm

The Street, St. Nicholas at Wade CT7 0NR
(directly opposite the church)

01843 840758
Email:farriersantiques@tiscali.co.uk

SIMON STAIT
Complete Property Maintenance

01843 595979      07727 687 538

From a leaky tap to a leaky roof 
- I’ve got it covered!!

No job too big - no job too small
For all your building or plumbing jobs, inside 
or out. Professional workmanship with quality 

materials and competitive prices
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Laminate floors, Flat-

packs assembled, New Ceilings & Walls, 
Painting & Decorating, Custom radiator 
covers, Staircases, Doors, Roofs, Locks, 

Sheds erected, Decking, Outside taps, Fas-
cias and Soffits, Guttering, Fencing, Win-

dows, Washing machines installed 
& Pipes boxed in

Fully insured, reliable craftsman.
For a free estimate or consultation

Please ring Simon on 
01843 595979 or
07727 687 538

Quex Craft Village
Quex Park Estate, Birchington
_____________________________

Robert Palmer Woodcarver
Original Wood Sculpture and designs - also pet portraits

Elanjay Ceramics
Decorate your own pottery - Children's parties welcome

Artisan Gold-Silver-Platinum by Robert Hull
Bespoke Jewellery & Silver 

(www.artisan-rh.com)
Jewellery

Handmade Beaded Jewellery - Beading classes & Beads
(www.thanetbeadingclasses.co.uk)

Egg-craft
Decorated Eggs with a difference !

A. Giles    Artist
Original Paintings - Landscapes & Seascapes - Commissions

(www.anthonygilesgallery.com)
Fairycraft

Unique & Magical handcrafted gifts

MINSTER BOWLS CLUB
Saturday 14th April 2007 was indeed a day to remember for Minster 

Bowls Club, the fruition of six months intense hard labour had paid off as 
the New Pavilion opened on time!! Club members had worked tirelessly 
around the clock to meet the target.  

Over 80 people attended the seasons first outdoor bowling session on 
Saturday afternoon, what a glorious sight! What fantastic weather, proving 
that every minute was worth the effort put in.  

The bar licence was granted just in time, and after a perfect afternoon’s 
bowling , what could be nicer than a social drink with friends.  

The long held dream of bowling outdoors and indoors within the same 
premises has now become a reality, and the ambience within the club mem-
bership is one of great excitement, really looking forward to the future.  

There is a Short Mat permanently laid indoors, one of three mats needed 
for competitions, therefore you may go and bowl anytime you like, or if  
you prefer, you can participate in the Tuesday or Thursday group sessions.  

On Friday 20th Minster Parish Council presented the Bowls Club with 
the keys to the building, following which Club Vice President Dr Stephen 
Ladyman MP had the honour of officially naming the building -  

“The Ray Razzell Bowls Pavilion”

Life Insurance 
 

Thousands of people whose plans to buy cheap 
life insurance were thrown into disarray in the Pre-
Budget report in December, have been given an 
unexpected lifeline by the Chancellor.  He announced 
that life insurance bought within a pension would no 
longer qualify for tax relief, just eight months after 
changing the rules to make it easier to do so.  For 
those in the middle of purchasing this so-called 
pension-term assurance, the Chancellor has now said 
that their policies will be honoured as long as they 
applied on or before Pre-Budget Day, 6 December 
2006. 

(copied from the 
Shell Pensioners Magazine April 07) 
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Based in both Minster and Birchington 
your local Estate Agent, 

Sunrise Estates 
offers a personal, professional and 

friendly service for all your house sale 
and purchasing requirements. 

For a free market appraisal call us at:

1 Tothill Street Minster Ramsgate 
01843 821222:

40 Station Road, Birchington
01843 845777 

Your 
Local 
Estate 
Agent

‘End of Month’ a la carte Evenings. 
(Last Fri & Sat of every month). 

Party bookings, min. 18 max. 48 people 
Tues to Sat every week.

BRING YOUR OWN WINE - NO CORKAGE 
CHARGE

BOOK NOW!

MILLERS AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY presents ‘Bus 
Stop’ & ‘Costa del Packet’

on Saturday 2nd June
Millers Amateur Dramatic Society returns to the Village Hall 

after their successful visit last year with their musical variety show.  
This time the Millers will perform two one act comedy plays on the 
same evening.  The plays are unusual because they involve all 
female casts.

In ‘Bus Stop’, by Rae Shirley, a group of women gather at a bus 
stop and indulge in gossip to pass the time.  There are two women, 
unnamed, joined by Mrs Hickery, armed with a bag of chips 
wrapped in newspaper and then Mrs Finney carrying a shopping 
bag which she scatters all over the floor.  Two well-dressed women, 
who are not very frequent bus users arrive and there is a little touch 
of class conflict.  This wry comedy looks with a uniquely female 
slant on men, love, life and romance and there is a twist in the tale!

‘Costa del Packet’ is about Vera, Lesley, Alice and Sally who 
arrive at Del Sol, Majorca, on a package tour organised by Flitwell 
Tours.  They find themselves stranded in a workman’s hut on the 
site of their hotel which is not even constructed yet.  Determined not 
to let their husbands know they have been conned they decide not 
to return home and to make the best of everything - even the wolf 
whistles of the workers outside!  This fast moving farce provides a 
hilarious look at the problem of package holidays and the resilience 
of Brits.

This is a new project for Millers and both plays are directed by 
one of their founder members, Rod Dexter, who has a wealth of 
experience in the amateur theatre.  

Tickets are priced at £5 and £4 for concessions and are 
available from Millers Box Office on 01843 843634 or contact-
ing Sonia at Tadpoles Pre-School, Minster Pavilion.

Don’t miss this double bill of comedy by a well established 
local amateur drama group.

The plays are presented by permission of Samuel French Ltd, 
London.

AMBER’S ADVICE

ABBEY AIRPORT TAXIS

GATWICK         £57
HEATHROW     £73
STANSTED        £74
QUALITY VEHICLE FLEET
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE

OTHER DESTINATIONS 
HAPPY TO QUOTE
(01843) 826129

ABBEY AIRPORT TAXIS
52 Fulham Avenue, Margate

Gaze on something Blue Or Pink.  
Sometimes Green.  Each of these colours 
- one warm, two cool - have the magical 
ability to instill calm in the mind.  
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BEAUTY & ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES
UNISEX SALON

10 CUTHBERT ROAD, WESTGATE ON SEA

Facials, Manicures & Pedicures, Waxing,
Massage, Aromatherapy, Reflexology,

Indian Head Massage, Hopi Ear Candles,
Make-Up, Eye Tints, Gel Nails, Ear Piercing,

Slimming Treatments, Electrolysis, Body Wraps, 
Non-Surgical Face Lift.

Free Skin Analysis Always Available.
OAP’s ½ Price Pedicure on Wednesdays.

Gift Vouchers Available.
LATE EVENINGS ‘TIL 9PM

Tel: 01843-831882

Undertaken and carried out to BS. 7671 regula-
tions

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Call for a free estimate
01843 843197 or 0798 6007202

LK - ELECTRICS
All types of electrical work

Including extra telephone sockets

Marks Mobile Tyres
No Call Out Charge

Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5.30pm

Tel: 01843 821715  
Mob: 07891 861980

COMPUTER CORNER
Have we been missed ?  Let’s hope not. Whilst we’ve been 

away Microsoft have launched Vista in all it’s different guises. 
Some good some not so. For those who bought a PC before 
launch date with a free upgrade voucher, it is reported that these 
can be a real pain to get exchanged for your copy of Vista, and 
having worked with the program for a few weeks now, I’ve found 
that the Basic edition really wasn’t worth the effort, as it isn’t any 
great improvement on XP. There are still many teething troubles 
with Vista in that there are a lot of pieces of both hardware and 
software that will not work with it, some hardware will eventually 
have drivers written for them by the various manufacturers and 
inevitably some of the more elderly pieces won’t. Personally I 
would recommend that if you are considering buying a new 
computer with Vista installed that you also ensure you have a 
compatable printer, scanner etc as your old ones might just not 
work when you connect them all together.

There are some interesting and free software programs avail-
able on the Internet and a couple I’ve come across just recently 
are Photofiltre and FreeConverter. 

Photofiltre is as the name implies a photo editting program, 
and although it obviously doesn’t have all the bells and whistles 
of a full blown paid for program, such as Adobe Photoshop, it is 
nevertheless very good, and is probably more than enough for the 
average point and shoot photographer amongst us. 

FreeConverter is a simple to use program for converting 
audio files between a small number of formats, such as WMA, 
MP3, Ogg and Wav to name the most common ones. It also 
comes packaged with a free CD Ripper which can easily and 
simply rip CD tracks to the above formats as well. All in all quite 
a useful little tool for those of us who are inspired by the use of 
our IPods and MP3 players. 

Both of these (they are of French origin so maybe they are 
useful for something !) can be downloaded from the village 
website, just go to www.minster-in-thanet.org.uk click on vil-
lage newsletter, scroll down page to Freeware Downloads and 
click the link to our download page, select the program you 
require and hey presto it’s yours.

Best of luck with these, and hope I am back with you again 
next month, I’ll try to find a couple more suggested downloads. 
(Should I have a look Poland or Croatia next - perhaps there are 
some good diy building programs available ??)
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250, Canterbury Road, 
Birchington

01843 840977
Carpets & Laminates 

supplied & fitted
Call Darren for your

 no obligation, home visit 

MONKTON FLOORINGEXPRESS CLEARANCE Ltd.
(Registered with Environment Agency for licensed tipping)

HOUSE, GARDEN AND BUILDING WASTE 
REMOVED - FAST

Sheds & Garages Taken Down
Call us to make an appointment for your 

FREE quotation:-

01843 867424 or 078 666 00 680

A NEW WEBSITE FOR WALKERS IN KENT
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you.  It’s good for your heart, it’s good 

for your lungs, it’s good for the muscle and bone growth of your children and it’s good 
for your feeling of well being!  Strong scientific evidence now supports the many bene-
fits to health of regular walking – it is recommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a 
day.

Studies show that walking can:
· Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke -  Lower blood pressure 
· Reduce high cholesterol and improve blood lipid profile          - Reduce body fat 
· Enhance mental well being  - Reduce the risk of cancer of the colon
· Increase bone density, hence helping to prevent osteoporosis 

 · Reduce the risk of non insulin dependant diabetes 
· Help to control body weight  - Help osteoarthritis 
· Help flexibility and co-ordination hence reducing the risk of falls
Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit. If parents 

express excitement about the prospect of a walk in the countryside, they 
are more likely to transmit this feeling to their children. It’s important to 
treat the walk as an exploration or adventure and to go at the child’s pace, 
no matter how often they want to stop and look at things; take treats to 
eat and plenty to drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to 
them such as a castle, a playground, an ice cream van or a boating pond. 
If children experience walking as part of a fun activity they are more 
likely to want to go again.

So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen walker, 
got fed up with the lack of information on walks that were going on in 
the County. So, he decided that if he couldn’t find what he was looking 
for – he had better create it! So www.walkinginkent.co.uk came into be-
ing. 

www.walkinginkent.co.uk gives you all the information you need for 
the best walking in the County: 

Guided walks: Local groups who offer guided walks are listed to-
gether with links to their web-sites.

Books of walks: There are over 50 books of walks for the County. 
All the details are here.

Leaflets of walks: Over sixty leaflets are produced around the Coun-
ty, many of them difficult to find. Not any more!  
www.walkinginkent.co.uk list them all.

Walking groups: Every walking group in the County is listed.
There are also links so that you can check: the weather for your walk, 

links to other useful sites, how to get to your walk by public transport – 
and more is being added all the time.

So check out the website and get walking!



Minster Matters 21May 2007

Thanet Animal Cemetery Monkton 
(Est 1974)

Cemetery at Gore Street
Office at 116 Monkton Street

Thanet 821253

Rosemary Ball  MICHT, IIHHT
Reflexologist

Full reflexology.
Hand or foot massage

Relax the body and mind
Suitable for all ages

Tel: 01843 821565
Mob: 07900 030669

The Grass Master
Get your lawn in shape using our

 professional lawn treatment service

* Fertilisation    * Weed & Moss Control
* Scarification     * Aeration    * Grass Cutting

* Landscaping    * Paving    * Decking    * Turfing
Garden Design by Qualified Designer

Artificial Grass Supplied and Installed

Treatments start from just £12 
- its cheaper than doing it yourself!

For a Free lawn analysis & quotation please call
01843 823320 or 07973 817540

www.thegrassmaster.co.uk

Minster / Armbouts-Cappel
Twinning Association

present 2 exciting events

Anniversary Celebration @ Armbouts-Cappel
Sunday 20th May – coach leaves Minster 7.30

Members £15 / non-members £20 / children under 16 £10

Minster Village Day – Sunday 3rd June
Recreation Ground Minster

Admission – free; car park/pitch £5
Boot Fair from 10am / Refreshments / 

Live Entertainment from 12 noon

MINSTER & MONKTON HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

The May meeting is on Wednesday 16th May when Mrs 
Janet Bryant will be talking on "Lighten up your Garden 
with Bulbs". The points competition is three tulips. The 
meeting starts at 7.30pm and for this month only is in the 

OLD SCHOOL HALL 

THANET MALE VOICE CHOIR
At St. Nicholas-at-Wade Church
SATURDAY 19th MAY 2007

At 7.30pm.
Tickets £5 on the door. 

An Evening of Music for All 
From Pop to Classic. 

Light Refreshments available in the interval. 
CAR PARK: St. Nicholas School, Down Barton Road. 

ABBEY PATCHERS QUILT SHOW
MAY 26th-27th-28th 2007

St. Mary’s Church Minster.
10am to 5pm Saturday, 11am to 5pm Sunday

10am to 4pm Monday. 
QUILT EXHIBITION 

With Traders, Craft Stall, Magazines and fabric scraps
for donation to Church funds. 

RAFFLE QUILT
Sales Table for Macmillan Nurses 
Abbey Patchers Charity for 2007. 

Minster MOT 
& Service Centre Ltd

Full Service 
for most vehicles 

£78.50 (+ parts and VAT)

MoT Testing
£50.35  

Full Retest £22.00

Unit 24, Telegraph Hill Ind. Est.
Laundry Road, Minster, Kent

01843 823131

CITROEN SPECIALISTS
New & Used vehicles supplied

Don’t Forget

Fathers Day
Sunday june 17th

Mar-07
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MAX CARPET CLEANING
At Last! Carpet cleaning brought into the 21st 

Century!
Are you put off by the thought of wet carpets, and not 

being able to walk on them for hours after being 
cleaned? Now that's a thing of the past, thanks to a brand 

new carpet maintenance system.
Our system is completely dry, and there is never a time 

when your room is out of bounds. You can actually walk 
on your carpets during and immediately after being 

cleaned.
Our products are environmentally friendly, pH balanced 

5.5, and with no harsh chemicals, are completely safe for 
children and pets.

There’s no sticky residues left behind as with other 
cleaning systems, which attract the dirt back again.

Seeing is believing! It’s easy, fast, safe, convenient, and 
it works! 

UPHOLSTERY cleaning service also available.
Ring now for a quote on: 01843 847235 /07966 288326

Find out more at: www.souththanetlabour.org.uk
Contacting your MP:

Dr. Stephen Ladyman:
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

South Thanet Constituency Office
28, Newington Road, Ramsgate, CT12 6EE
Tel: 01843 852696; Fax: 01843 852689

e-mail:stephenladymanmp@souththanetlabour.org.uk
Web site: www.steveladyman.labour.co.uk

An MP’s Surgery is held every week
Please phone for an appointment

Appointments are available every Friday from
 4pm in the Constituency Office, Ramsgate. 

Additional surgeries are held once a month on a 
Saturday morning in one of the villages or towns

 of the constituency and are advertised locally.
 Dr. Ladyman will visit the elderly, disabled and 

people without transport at their homes if preferred.

Dr. Stephen Ladyman
Member of Parliament for

South Thanet

Ash, Broadstairs, Cliffsend,
East Stourmouth, Elmstone,

Kingsgate, Manston, Minster,
Preston, Ramsgate, Sandwich,

Sholden, Staple, Wingham,
Woodnesborough, Worth.

From Perms to Cuts, Highlights to Sets,
Ladies, Gents and Children welcome.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

For all your hairdressing needs,
and in the comfort of your own home

PHONE DIANE:
  
         01843 840952 or 07842 427935

HELEN BAILEY
Formerly of Minster

Passed away on Friday 6th April
Funeral was held on

Friday 20th April
Sarah & Carl

3rd CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday 8th June 

at Westgate-on-Sea Golf Club
£30 per person 

which includes a round of golf and a meal
(special price foWestgate Club Members)

Proceeds for the 
Salvation Army Building and Community Project

For Bookings and Further Details
 please contact

Audrey Hards 47 Greenhill Gardens, Minster 
Tel: 01843 821792

PLANT and GARAGE SALE
27 Freemans Road

Saturday 19th May 9.30am - 12 noon
Plants, Books, Bric-a-Brac

Proceeds to Church Heating Fund

OLD MOTORCYCLES
WANTED

Local Enthusiast 
Interested in all Pre 1985 Bikes or parts

Any Condition Considered
Please phone Tony

01843 822988

STAFF
REQUIRED
NEW INN

Bar Staff & Chef
Hours to suit

Ring:
07803 078763
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Church News and Service Times

Minster Abbey
The Abbey Chapel is open for prayer 

throughout the day
Lauds: 7.30am

Mass 8.15am, Sunday 8.30am
Mid day prayer 12.10pm

Vespers 6pm
Compline 7.50pm 

(followed by Silent Prayer)
All our visitors, not only Christians but 
people of all faiths and spiritual tradition, 
all who ‘truly seek God’ (rule of St. 
Benedict) are warmly welcomed to join 
us in prayer, in our beautiful monastic 
chapel

The Salvation Army
11 Tothill Street, Minster
Captain Fiona Barnett

822308
Salvation Army Hall

825178
Weekly Programme

All events take place in the New 
Salvation Army Church, Youth 

and Community Centre

Sunday
Sunday School, 9.45am – 10.45am

Morning Family Service, 11am – 12pm
Evening Service, 6pm – 7pm

Monday
Baby Group 

(Mum’s and babies under 6 months), 
10am – 11.30am

Friendship Club (Over 50’s), 
2.15pm – 3.30pm

Tuesday
Parents and Tots, 9.30am – 11.30am

Bible Study, 7.15pm - 8.30pm

Wednesday
Keep Fit, 10.15am – 11.15am

Home League (Ladies over 50’s), 
2.45pm – 3.45pm

Pilates, 6.30pm-7.30pm
& 7.30pm - 8.30pm

(for details ring Becky on 0788 7560957)

Thursday
13+ Youth Club (13-17 year olds),  

7.30pm - 9pm

Friday
7up Youth Club (7-10 year olds),

5.30pm – 6.30pm
Adventurers Youth Club (10 – 12 year 

olds), 7pm – 8.45pm

Saturday
There are events happening on most 
Saturdays please see other pages of 

Minster Matters for details.

 Salvation Army telephone number for 
the new building is 01843 825178

Website unavailable at present

St Mildred’s Catholic Church
9, St Mildred’s Road, 821340

Father Kevin Fitzgerald 

*Services at St Mildred’s Church
Sunday: 10.30 a.m, Mass
Monday: 12 noon, Mass

Wednesday: 12 noon, Mass
Friday/Saturday: 10 a.m. Mass 

*PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 
Mass each Wednesday in Parish Church 
at 12 noon.  All other Masses to be held 
at Minster Abbey until further notice.
For further information please contact:
Fr, Stephen Fisher, St Ethelbert’s 
Church, Ramsgate on (01843) 592071.

Minster Abbey
Sundays: 10 a.m* Mass

Weekdays: 8.15 a.m. Mass
Daily: Chapel open all day for

private prayer
Compline (night prayer) 7.50 p.m.

*Changed from 8.30am to 10am 
until further notice.

St. Mary’s the Virgin, Minster
Rev. Bob Coles, 821250

Sunday Services In
MAY

Services at
St Mary Magdalene, Monkton

MAY
6th May

10.15am: Holy Communion (BCP)
13th May

Rogation (see below)
20th May

10.15am: Holy Communion
(with Methodists)

27th May
10.15am: Family Service

Funerals:
5th April: Elsie May Harnett (82)

at Thanet Crematorium

Mid week services at St Mary’s
Wednesdays, 10.30am

Rogation Sunday:
Each year we hold a Rogation Service 
based on the traditional “Blessing of the 
fields.”  This year our Walk will be on 
Sunday 13th May.  

Everyone is invited to join us for all 
or part of the day.

The programme for the day is as follows 
(timings are approximate):
9.30am: Cooked breakfast at Chislet
10.45am: Morning Prayer at Chislet
11.30am: Begin Walk to St Nicholas 
(approx. 3.8 miles.  Toilet facilities are 
available at Chislet Church)
1.00pm: Begin to arrive at St Nicholas 
Church  (Toilet facilities will be availa-
ble at St Nicholas Church)
1.l5pm: Ploughman’s Lunch incorpo-
rating an Agape.  (An informal celebra-
tion of the ‘Last Supper’)

2.l5pm: Begin Walk to Monkton
(approximately 1.3 miles)
3.00pm: Rogation Service at Monkton
3.45pm: Begin Walk to Minster
 (approx. 3 miles - shorter route if wet)
5.00pm: Walk through the Abbey 
Farm with a Blessing of the Fields
5.15pm: Service at Minster Parish 
Church.
6.00pm: “Hot Supper” at Old Schools

6th May
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)

10am: Family Praise
6.30pm: Evensong (BCP)

13th May
Rogation (see below)

20th May
9am: Holy Communion (BCP)

10am: Morning Worship
27th May

9am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Holy Communion (CW)
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Whitstable
   Lavender

    Patchwork

Wooden  
     ToysAntiques

Produce

Cards
Cakes Plants 

Jewellery

Painting  
                 
      Jam

              

Reflexology 

Village Market
Every 3rd Saturday

Of the month
January to November

10am – 3pm
Village Hall

St Nicholas at Wade
Contact 01843 847469

And More, No stall alike!

Computer Installation & Repair
Web Design & Hosting

Tuition available
on most popular packages 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
01843 821243/07739 486707

www.minster.net
support@minster.net

Notes and Events

MINSTER SENIORS
Royal British Legion Club

Ladies and Gents
Come and join us for a 

“Cuppa” and Chat
Bingo - Raffles
EVERY WED. 

2pm - 4pm.
All Welcome.

For a contact number 
Phone 823782

Mrs. Joan Cordwell

Minster & Monkton
Royal British Legion

Women’s Section
14th May  

Your most useful tips on Flower Tubs. 
Bingo or Speaker or Quiz.

(Raffle prizes needed 
for all Meetings)

For more information please call 
Miriam Smith On 822589. 

Birchington Active
Retirement Association

Why not join us at
Birchington Village Centre

Indoor Sports - Dancing - Art - Bowls
Socials - Keep Fit Rambles - Lunches 

Crafts - Trips -  Have a Chat
A friendly club for all

Come and see us on Fridays at 10am
Please come - no pressure to join

Membership fee £4

Minster Open Gardens
Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th June 2007

10am - 5pm
Free Car Parking 

in the Recreation Ground, St. Mildreds Road
(courtesy of Minster Parish Council) 

and at Abbey Farm, Bedlam Court Lane
(courtesy of Mr. Mrs D. Clifton)

Morning Coffee, Ploughmans Lunches & Teas 
available at the Old Schools, Church St.

Maps available in all Open Gardens
and at the Old Schools
Price £3.00 inclusive, 

under 14’s free with Adult

Stalls in some gardens, 
large plant/shrub sale in Churchyard

Proceeds in aid of
St. Mary’s Church Fabric Fund

 

Minster-in-Thanet
(Evening) WI

 NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 8th May

Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Resolutions Meeting

followed by Ivory Towers!?
Come along and have some fun!

For further information
call Ann on 821152

MINSTER PLAYHOUSE
80’s DISCO

Saturday June 30th, Village Hall
Dance the night away - Fancy Dress Competition

Family Event
Show the youngster’s how it’s done!

Tickets only £3.00   Book Early phone 821942.

Sunday Lunch:  £9.95 for 2 courses
with Home Made Yorkshire Pudding

Senior Citizens Lunch Every Wed - 2 courses 

Morton’s Fork
“Il Covo”
Ristorante Italiano

Beautiful, en-suite rooms available
Station Road, Minster: 01843 823000

Closed Sunday evening and Monday
www.mortonsfork.co.uk

Lunchtime Specials
Main Course £7.95
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Notes and Events

Contemporary, relaxed 
wedding photography 
capturing the unique 

nature of your wedding

Also specialising in 
portraits and private 

commissions

Find more details at:
www.photogriffin.com

Enquiries@photogriffin.com

0771 518 1499

MOBILE BEAUTY 
THERAPIST

Professional Treatments in your 
own home  

Swedish Massage * Sports Massage
Waxing * Facials

Pedicures * Manicures
CHILDREN’S PAMPER PARTIES

Contact Alison 
01843 290714 or 07792 838108

Authentic Wine Bottle Covers for sale
 See all the different designs!

For the second year running we have been 
awarded a 

Certificate of Cleanliness, Hygiene 
and Work Practices 

from Thanet District Council

FREE DELIVERY OF ORDERS OVER £10 
WITHIN 3 MILE RADIUS

CHINESE RESTAURANT
& TAKE AWAY

2 Monkton Road, Minster
Tel: 01843 822371

Monday to Thursday: 5.30pm - 11pm
Friday & Saturday: 12.30pm-2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm

Sunday:12.30pm - 2.30pm &  5pm - 10.30pm

New Territories

Now Open 7 days a week!

ST NICHOLAS - AT - WADE
OPEN GARDENS

Saturday & Sunday  9th & 10th June 
11am - 5pm

Approx. 12 Village Gardens will be open,
with stalls selling Plants, Cakes, Preserves, Books, Bric-a-

brac etc.
St Nicholas Court Gardens & Underground Chapel

Gardeners Lunches and Cream Teas
Entrance fee includes all gardens open.

In Church - Art, Photo & Flower Exhibitions
Proceeds to Friends of St Nicholas for Church Fabric

Entry Fee £2.50  Info: 01843 847210

PATHWAYS   PROJECT

will shortly be announcing
dates and venue for

DROP  IN  MEETINGS
watch out for these via posters on 

Village Noticeboards

Mr. Kenny Milne

QEQM HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS
60’s PARTY NIGHT  
The League of Friends at 

The Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother Hospital in Mar-
gate 

are holding a 60’s Music Party Night on 
SATURDAY 23rd JUNE at PFIZER’S  SOCIAL CLUB

featuring the Fantastic 60’s Band
HERMAN’S HERMITS 

playing live.  
Herman’s Hermits are well known for a string of chart hits 
including “Something’s Happening” and “I’m Into Some-

thing Good”.  
The evening will also feature a 60’s Disco and Hot Supper

All for only £15 per ticket.  Over 18’s only.  
All profits from the evening and the raffle, with some great 
prizes, will go towards providing additional equipment for 

the Hospital.  
The evening is sponsored by Westwood Cross Shopping 

Centre and Pfizer’s Social Club.  
The fun starts at 7.30pm and finishes at Midnight.  

Tickets are available now 
from Clive on 01843 822431.  

Booking is advisable.   

Not a Care in the World
Twix and Giles

soaking up the Rays
on Closing Day
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Maypole Dancing
By Laura Rochford

When May Day each year comes,
Maypole Dancing is traditionally done,
Each person taking part will hold,
A piece of coloured fabric rimmed with gold.

You go over and under, up and down,
One gets dizzy going round and round,
People also have a jolly good laugh,
Whilst they are doing the Maypole Dance.

A pattern around the pole is formed,
Before a brand new day has dawned,
People get the chance to hop and prance,
Whilst they are doing the Maypole Dance.

You go the opposite way to reverse the dance,
Releasing the dancers from their dizzy trance,
People get this once a year chance,
Whilst they are doing the Maypole dance.

School script
The Editors For this Month are Jack Pike and
Sophie Collins.

Fab New Minster School Playground
By Kyianne Withers and Abbie Hogben
The Minster School playground is finally getting an up-

grade. They’ve got the funding done and now it is time for 
action.    They will be getting part of the Rec. (recreation 
ground) for a football field and part of the side playground for 
a netball area.  There will also be four more areas; one will 
become a creative area where children can do art or creative 
writing, the second area will be a discovery area where you 
can climb hill’s and go through tunnels, the third area will be 
just a quiet area and the last area we know of is a fun time area 
where children can have as much fun as they like!

(Sounds great.  Wish I was back at School!
 Ed.)

Swimming Festival by Rose Hockey
This May the PFA are organising a swimming Festival 

for KS1 and KS2.
They will gather loads of children to swim as many laps 

as they possibly can (with use of floats if needed!).
The children who want to be part of this festival will 

take home a sponsor sheet and will ask their friends and 
family if they will sponsor them.  All the money that is 
raised will be going to help make our Schools 
new swimming pool which we can’t wait 
for.  

It is going to be a big success. 

Hind Leap Warren  
By Lauren Mackenzie and Georgina Griggs
Each year pupils of Year 6 are invited to attend 

Hind Leap Warren, a residential park situated on 
the edge of Ashdown Forest, where children and ad
ults alike can enjoy themselves as well as being educated in 
many parts of survival traits.

The wildlife that is found in this part of the country is 
beautiful enough to take any celebrities liking. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for all of the 
people who are going and hopefully we will all 
love it!

As we’re not going until the end of May you’ll 
have to wait until then to hear all about it! Watch 

this space!

The Competition of 
Designing your own Bedroom Poster
By Jade
Minster School has been the only school chosen to be in 

a competition of designing you own dream poster of your 
bedroom.  Pupils have come up with some fantastic ideas!  
The finished posters were looked at by the teachers and ten 
of the best were picked for the final stage.  The poster 
designers of these ten were invited, along with some teach-
ers, to the new hotel ‘Travelodge’, at Westwood Cross.  
Bethany in Year 6 was announced the winner by the Hotel 
Manager in front of all the children and press.  As winner 
Bethany got to release the balloons and cut the ribbon to open 
the hotel up.  Bethany also received as part of the winning 
prize a family trip away for the weekend and have her poster 
put in a frame at the hotel!  Amongst all of this Bethany also 
appeared in the local news paper!

The Teachers of Minster School were proud of all entries 
received for the ‘make your own poster of your bedroom’.  

(Well done to all who took part. Ed)

Egg Decorating

Egg Decorating and 
Easter Garden Competition Winners
Well done to all who entered the Easter Egg and Gar-

den competition.  There were some tremendous displays 
making the decision for winners very hard indeed!  Here are 
some of the winners pictured with their entries and prizes.  
Easter Gardens: Alfie Holden, 
Harriet Dobson, Elle Cheeseman 
and Thomas Thomson.  Egg Dec-
orating: Alice Fennell and Lucy 
Taylor.

Easter Gardens
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SECURATEL
Reliable qualified Electricians

All aspects of wiring undertaken
BURGLAR ALARMS

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS
T.V AERIAL’S-SKY SATELLITE
*Reasonable rates* Free estimates* 

Discount for OAP’S*
Contact: Julie Beaney, Minster 01843/823466 

Gary Hake, Canterbury 01227 472612

The next meeting of 
Minster Parish Council

will be held on:
Tuesday, May 8th, 2007 at 7pm 
in the Neighbourhood Centre. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
and can arrange to speak to the Council through 
the Clerk or by requesting the Chairman before 

the start of the meeting.
Copies of the Agenda are available from the 

Clerk and are posted in the Library.
Clerk to the Council is Mrs Kyla Lamb and the 

Council office is normally open from
9.30 am - 12 noon weekdays;  

tel: 821339  fax: 825269   
Email: minsterpc@tiscali.co.uk

Minster Action for Tourism,
Culture and Heritage (MATCH)
The MATCH Board meets on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month in the 
Neighbourhood Centre, at 7.30pm. 

Residents are welcome to attend, and can raise 
questions or comments through the Chairman.

Contact MATCH c/o Library
4A Monkton Rd, Minster CT12 4EA

REST ASSURED HOME AND PET CARE
The Insured Family Housesitting Service

Established 1999 -  Police Checked
We offer security for your property 

and care for your pets
The Unique Service For Unique People

Due to demand we are looking for mature representatives to work 
for us. 

You must love animals and have no ties

01843 823177   07802 882897
 www.restassuredhousesitters.co.uk

61, High Street
Minster

Tel:
01843 824000

The 
Salon

Free Consultations
Free Refreshments

Closed Mondays

A WELLA 
Premier 
Salon

Minster Parish Council

        At its April Meeting the Parish Council:

         •   Were informed that the community 
 woodland due to be planted to the south of 
 Somerfields has been referred to TDC’s 
 Planning Enforcement Officer.

         •   Were informed that 11 nominations for 
 Parish Council had been received by 
 Thanet  District Council therefore there 
 would be no requirement for a Parish 
 Election.

         •   Agreed to name the new bowls pavilion the 
 ‘Ray Razzell Bowls Pavilion’ as a fitting 
 tribute to his 30 years of service as a 
 member of Minster Parish Council.

         •   Agreed to write to KCC with concerns 
 about the reduced bus service.

Minster Matters

Summer 
is on its way

Come and relax in

Anne & Mike
The Bell Inn
High St., Minster

Function 
room 

available for 
meetings and 
celebrations

01843
821274

welcome you to
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